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We are coming to the close of another year and we can be proud of 
what our village has accomplished during the past twelve months.

We have seen the first stage of the Community Space in St.Helena’s 
reach completion thanks to the hard work of all the people who 
were involved, professionals and volunteers, and we are confident 
that the next stage will be achieved just as successfully.

Queen Elizabeth’s Diamond Jubilee was celebrated in fine style 
with a hog roast on the village green and with true British spirit we 
did not allow the bad weather to dampen our enjoyment.  The 
annual Fun Run brought out the fancy dress enthusiasts who never 
fail to amaze with their inventiveness; we even had a bearded Snow 
White with ‘her’ seven dwarfs!  Rumour has it that they had been 
working in the salt mines at Redmay Corner!  Cream teas rounded 
off the day with a good crowd at Morgana, Main Street.

                                          HIGHLIGHT

A highlight of the year was the splendid ‘Putting the ‘Great’ back 
into Britain’ concert.  St.Helena’s Church, decked out in red, white 
and blue, filled with a congregation many of whom were sporting 
Union Jack colours, was an inspiring sight. Thanks are due to Judy 
Muirhead and her army of helpers whose efforts were rewarded 
with a large appreciative audience.

Thanks also go to our Parish Clerk, Alan Froggatt, who has worked 
tirelessly throughout the year sorting out the various problems 
arising in the village and keeping things running smoothly.  The 
success of our village depends so much on the Scarlians who give 
their services unstintingly behind the scenes and South Scarle 
would be a poorer place without them. So, to them, a big 
‘Thankyou’ and here’s to another great year in 2013!

         Wishing all
         Scarlians
                  a
            VERY 
          HAPPY
  CHRISTMAS

                    2012 
   A Year of Progress and Fun      
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       ABC Book Club                                                                                                 
            Round-Up  
                                                 
The Decider - Dick Francis

Chosen and hosted by Anita.
Generally we found this thriller to be a light, rather formulaic read 
with no surprises. I thought Anita’s description was the most 
interesting: ‘The story was like a race, with everyone milling around 
at the start as the reader got to know the characters, then the pace and intensity quickens 
as the race reaches a climax.’

Death Comes To Pemberley - P D James

Chosen and hosted by Marge.
Generally disappointing. The characterisation was insipid and dull and devoid of humour. 
Georgina was torn between finishing ‘50 Shades of Grey’ or trying to tackle this book 
which she concluded lacked depth and the clever wit and passion of Jane Austen’s original 
characters. 

Revisiting ‘The Tin Drum’ by Gunter Grass on film at Jane’s house.

Wolf Hall - Hilary Mantel

Chosen and hosted by Trish.
A mixed reaction to this long book.
Many people didn’t like the style – particularly referring to Thomas Cromwell all the time as 
‘him’. Got very confusing. Trish pointed out ‘Wolf Hall’ had shown her how the Church of 
England had come about solely due to Henry’s fascination with Anne Boleyn.  Some 
passages were fantastically and grotesquely descriptive and evoked the cruelty of the age, 
but most members reactions were that it was a laboured read.

The Guernsey Literary and Potato Peel Pie Society - Mary A. Shaffer / A.Barrows

Chosen and hosted by Georgina.
Georgina chose this book as a result of a weekend break on Guernsey.
There was  some controversy over the actualities of life in Guernsey during the occupation 
and the effectiveness of letter writing as a novel.
However, it was generally well received as a light ‘fluffy’ read.

KATE REPORTS

                       

                        VILLAGE COFFEE MORNINGS
 The Village Coffee Mornings held monthly throughout the year in various homes have 
proved popular and thanks go to all who have hosted and catered.  The last of the year was 
held in the newly furbished Parish Room and had a Christmas theme.  At the moment we are 
looking for more volunteers who would be willing to host a Coffee Morning next year.  If you 
can offer your services please contact LYN BROUGHTON on  01636 893482
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Background:
The St Helena’s Community 
Space Project was initiated 
in 2007 when the PCC 
received confirmation from 
Southwell and Nottingham 
DAC that the existing Parish 
Room facilities no longer 
satisfied legal requirements, 
(which underlined their own 
concerns about lack of 
disabled access into the 
Church i tse l f ) , genera l 
d i l a p i d a t i o n a n d t h e 
constraints on Church or 
village activities that are run 
within it.  

At the same time, concerns 
were being raised via the 
Village Parish Meeting Group 
about the absence  of any 
suitable Community  Space 
wi th in the v i l lage; th is 
resulted in a request to the 
then Incumbent, Rev. David 
Milner, for consideration to 
be given to the opening up of 
the Church buildings for 
community use.

The PCC and PMG worked 
t o g e t h e r t o f o r m u l a t e 
proposals that would resolve 
b o t h p r o b l e m s , a n d a 
s o l u t i o n w a s a g r e e d . 

Diocesan facul t ies and 
necessary planning consents 
were obtained and fund-
raising commenced!

Phase1:
C o m m u n i t y S p a c e 
Project is now complete 
and fully operational. We 
now have a ramp and full 
disabled access into the 
Church through the North 
A i s l e . A l l n e w w o r k s 
dimensions  are appropriate 
for  wheelchairs, floors have 
been levelled off to the same 
height and a disabled toilet 
has been provided. The 
kitchen area is enlarged and 
upgraded wi th cater ing 
facilities; we still have a 
small meeting room with 
secure storage and vestry 
and the whole area is 
redecorated. 

Funding for this Phase has 
been ach ieved by t he 
village’s  2011 fund-raising 
schedule which raised its 
target of £5000, a National 
Churches Trust grant of 
£10,000, a donation of 
£1000 f rom Counc i l l o r 
Dobson’s  Divisional Fund, 
£2000 from the Village Room 

c o m m i t t e e , w i t h t h e 
remaining £16,000 from the 
church itself. Total Phase 1 
project costs  were circa 
£35,000.

Phase 2:
The next stage – Phase 
2 - of our Community 
Space Project is to 
c r e a t e  t h e  a c t u a l 
C o m m u n i t y S p a c e 
itself in the nave of St 
Helena’s Church and it 
is this phase for which 
w e a r e c u r r e n t l y 
fundraising. 

Planned Community 
Space Use:
Lots of people have come 
forward with many and 
varied ideas of activities and 
events that they would like to 
organise and run.  This 
Project benefits and will be 
accessible for use by us all

A management committee is 
being formed to ensure 
appropriate management of 
events, governance, care of 
the buildings & surroundings, 
licensing etc.
      continued on Page 4               

     COMMUNITY SPACE
  PROJECT  PROGRESSING



4

     continued from Page 3 
    COMMUNITY
        SPACE
       PROJECT
         Funding Plan
For the Nave conversion into 
a Community Space itself we 
need to raise £112,000. So 
far we have raised £65650:
 

• WREN have agreed 
to grant us £47500 
specifically for the 
heating and flooring

• V i l l a g e 2 0 1 2 
fundraising has so far 
raised £5225 with 
s o m e f u n d s s t i l l 
expected. All village-
raised funds have 

been specifically for 
this Project.

• T h e S o u t h w e l l & 
Nottingham Diocese 
h a s a w a r d e d u s 
£5500 

• The Garfield Weston 
F o u n d a t i o n h a s 
granted us £7500.

We still have £30763 to 
r a i s e . A l l g r a n t s  a r e 
dependent upon the total 
funding being in place – and 
w e h a v e a p p l i c a t i o n s 
pending for this. Fingers 
crossed!

Time Scale for the work
Since employing a specialist 
heating engineer the original 
heating plan has had to be 
slightly modified to include a 
combination of gas and air.  

This  has meant that we need 
to re-apply for planning 
permission for a gas tank.  
The Preliminary Application 
h a s b e e n p a s s e d b y 
Southwell and before we can 
apply for the Faculty from the 
DAC at Southwell we need 
the Planning Permission 
granted and all the funding in 
place. Everything is  moving 
in the right direction. We are 
hopeful that this  will happen 
early in 2012 and then the 
work will commence. 

If you have any ideas or 
points to raise about 
Phase II of the Community 
Space Pro ject p lease 
contact:-
Florence Baldwin 892056, 
Judy Muirhead 892409 or 
Linda Dales 892007

Tread carefully,
Yesterday’s unnoticed puddles round the tap
 become today’s icy hazards.
Bare hands burn on freezing metal gates.
Feet thud echoes through the ground and trip on 
frigid tussocks.
Brush against the hedge and flurries of snowy dandruff spangle your shoulders.
Dragon-snorts of misty breath free stiff keys in stubborn padlocks.
Frozen feet revive on steaming muck heap.
Shoulders hunch, necks disappear, ears tingle and sleeves are stretched to gorilla length 
over blood-drained fingers.
Horses coats fuzz out, thick as velvet.
Dark faces exotically enhanced in silver, pointed ears edged precisely in white, eyelashes 
extended, fine whiskers drawn to rigid frost aerials.
Horses settle stoically to their hay; crunching and blowing dust from their nostrils; layers 
ripped up from the bale in whisking regularity.
Sparrows wait for fallen seeds.                                                                 KATE MURRELL

(I think anyone who has looked after livestock in winter will identify with this.............KATE)

    WINTER
            AND
                  HORSES
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        WALKING ‘THE LONDON LOOP’
COLIN and JUDY MUIRHEAD 

are busy in London some of these days 
before Christmas walking the London Outer 
Orbital Path, a distance of 150 miles!  They 
are doing this in sections, staying in the 
capital and using public transport from the 
start and finish of each trip

Colin and Judy have undertaken several 
long-distance walks in the past and this time 
they are raising money towards the cost of 
the second phase of the South Scarle 
Community Space project.

If you would like to sponsor them 
please contact 01636 892409 or email 
judy.muirhead@virgin.net

           CAROLS ON THE GREEN

           THURSDAY December 2oth.
    followed by Christmas cheer in the      
                        Parish Room

DAVE IS
HANGING UP               

HIS 
OVERALLS TO 

ENJOY LIFE IN
SOUTH SCARLE!

Hi, I’m Dave (French), 
I’ve just moved in to “Sunray 
Cottage” to live with Mo 
Tyler, who, incidentally, 
happens to be my wife.

Seriously though, Mo and I 
have known each other for 
seventeen years and we’ve 
been married for the last 
seven of those years. This 
will be the first time that we 
have lived together although 
I have been a regular visitor 
to South Scarle since we 
met.

Born and bred in Essex, I 
joined the Royal Air Force 
and served a twenty-two 
year engagement as an 
a i r c r a f t e n g i n e e r i n g 
technician. Since leaving the 

service I have had a variety 
of jobs and have now 
decided to hang up my 
overalls and enjoy village 
life. 
               
                           

mailto:judy.muirhead@virgin.net
mailto:judy.muirhead@virgin.net
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    GRANDDAUGHTER FOR CAROL & TERRY
On the 9th October 2012, Carol's son Neal 
and daughter-in-law Anna presented  the 
J a c k l i n f a m i l y w i t h a b e a u t i f u l 
granddaughter, Esme Patricia Lyon. At 
present they live in Virginia Water, Surrey, 
but in the New Year they will be moving up 
to R.A.F Cranwell which will be a lot closer 
for Terry and Carol (a.k.a. Poppa and 
Nanna) to visit for cuddles and babysitting. 

SOUTH 
SCARLE

 BOOK CLUB - 
THREE YEARS

 ON!
   Linda Molineaux
          Linda Dales

 I t was during our 
October meeting that we 
realised that we’d been 
together as a group for three 
years which then sparked an  
interesting retrospective. We 
worked out that we’d read 1 
a u t o b i o g r a p h y ( F r a n k 
Gardner’s), 2 non-fiction, 3 
poems, 1 poetry collection, 2 
plays and 31 novels - and we 
realised that we had never 
had unanimous opinions on 
any of them! For many of us, 
the attraction of the group – 
apart from the excellent 

company and fine wines - is 
that we f ind ourse lves 
reading books that we 
wouldn’t have chosen for 
ourselves, and, because the 
views expressed can often 
be so different from our own, 
that sometimes it forces us 
to re-think our views. Other  
books, such as the Reluctant 
Fundamentalist, and the 
Handmaid’s Tale, have led 
some of us to change the 
way we perceive world 
events. We’ve had two 
excellent Christmas parties 
and are now planning our 
third! 

The one downside has been 
the deterioration of the 
library service this past year. 
It is sometimes difficult to 
obtain the books that we’ve 
ordered or we find ourselves 
a c c e p t i n g l a s t - m i n u t e 
substitutes – although those 
in themselves have turned 
out to be a good read!

So we are looking forward to 
our 2013 selections and 
expect that the meetings will 
continue to be as  lively as 
ever. Maybe this year we’ll 
even actually make it to the 
theatre or watch the DVD of 
the book.

       CHURCH 
   FARM  SHOP
The Farm Shop has been 
shortlisted in a contest for 
the UK’s best farm shop 
2013 which is being run by 
the National Farmers’ 
Re t a i l  a n d  Ma r ke t s 
Association.

It is nearly 25 years  since 
ANITA CLEMENTS set 
up the Shop which began   
life as little more than a 
bunch of flowers and an 
honesty box.

Congratulations to Anita 
and her staff and good 
luck in the final round of 
judging!
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                    Bob’s Back 
Mr Bob Green is now permanently back home at 
Rosa cottage on Swinderby Road, and as reported in 
the last Scarlian, he had recently spent some time in 
North Clifton Nursing Home after the sad loss of his 
wife Barbara. He is an avid vegetable gardener and 
soon after arriving home, he ploughed up his garden 
and set to preparing it for next season’s planting. 

Not surprisingly, one of Bob’s  first outings after 
arriving home was a trip to Collingham show. Whilst 
there, he helped Kate and Ollie of the Retreat, win the 
best brown eggs and the biggest apple competition. 
The latter for the second year running; helped by the 
fact that their apple was the only entry this year!
Tonia and Kim from The Dovecote house, also 
maintained their standard from last year by winning 
best carrots.

Now the long dark winter nights are upon us, Bob 
would appreciate a chat with Scarlians passing by. 
There are other people living alone in the village who 
would also appreciate a chat and a visit now and 
again. 

As well as our abundance of Owls, South Scarle has a number of other 
raptors. Have you noticed the Buzzards  this summer and autumn? I’ve 
seen two of them on a number of occasions spiraling on thermals. You can’t 
mistake them, as they are bigger than any of the crows and nothing like a 
heron. Their mewing call is  a bit of a giveaway too. Kestrels are numerous 
but I have seen a small fast raptor several times that I think may be a 
Merlin. 

My closest encounter with a Sparrow hawk was in my own garden when I 
watched one take a Collared Dove. It brought it down onto my lawn and 
mantled it with its wings. So intent was it on its  prey that it failed to notice 
my tabby tomcat burst from the cat flap. The Hawk fled very disgruntled and 
the Pussy Cat ate the dove.    

Winter is a quiet time on the nature front but if you are about on a clear night or early 
morning, take a pair of ordinary binoculars and wander away from the street lights. I 
guarantee you won’t have to walk far! Then look at the sky with your binoculars. If you 
have never done this it will blow your mind, at least it did mine! 

The Hawk and the Pussy Cat                    by THE EARLY BIRD

Here’s Bob watching the 
working hunters’ with little 
dog Rosie keeping a paw on 
proceedings.
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Parish Business has been 
very qu iet through the 
summer months, with little to 
mention, apart from a few 
pot hole repairs and street 
lights not working, that would 
have any effect on South 
Scarle.

C h a n g e s t o p l a n n i n g 
application laws  are on the 
way, but again the size of our 
Parish appears to rule us 
out. The idea is  for planning 
applications to be approved 
or turned down at a local 
level rather than at the 
District Council level. You 
need to be big enough to 
form at least a 20 strong 
committee to take part in this 
process, I fail to see where 
we could get that number 
from, it is greater than the 
normal total attendees at our 
parish meetings. We will 
discuss this item more fully 
at our next parish meeting, 
watch the notice board for 
time and date.

Our hedge and grass cutting 
season is over for another 
year and what a year it was. 
Rain, rain and more rain did 
nothing but make the grass 
grow and sa tura te the 
ground. On more than one 
occasion our contractors 
cutting machinery became 

waterlogged and bogged 
down. So with apologies to 
those in the village that think 
the grass was hardly ever 
cut, I can assure you it was, 
and was cut more often than 
contracted.

Some time ago there was a 
move to turn the land we 
own down Plot Lane into 
allotments. The cost of 
installing water to this site 
knocked the idea on the 
head. I look at the size and 
cost involved in maintaining 
our underused playing field 
and question should we not 
turn, say, a third of this area, 
into allotments. Water supply 
is available just over the 
fence. All that is needed is a 
group of willing people to set 
up an association and come 
along to a Parish Meeting to 
kick start the idea. An 
alternative to using part of 
the playing field would be to 
negotiate a land swap, 
maybe our Plot Lane site for 
a similar area of land just 
b e y o n d t h e c e m e t e r y, 
towards Besthorpe. Just 
ideas.

I'm aware we have, along 
with several other parish 
councils, had a spate of 
catalytic converter thefts 
from vehicles parked in the 
village. A liking to the gates 
into the playing field also 
came to notice. Its  a sorry 
state of affairs, but if they 
want them bad enough they 
will find a way to steal them. 
All we can do is keep a look 
out and secure our premises 
where ever possible. All 

cases should be reported to 
the Police.

Our revamped Parish Rooms 
got its first paying customer, 
a Voting Booth for the Police 
and Crime Commissioner 
elections! The voting staff 
were delighted with the new 
facilities, hope you all voted.

     Alan Froggatt, 

PARISH
 NEWS

  A  ‘THANK YOU’
          FROM
         TERRY
Once again I wish to 
thank the villagers of 
South Scarle for their 
generous giving to the 
Poppy Appeal which 
r a i s e d £ 1 7 3 . 4 5 . M y 
apologies if I missed 
anyone, but I really did 
visit every home.    

    QUIZ NIGHT
The quiz night held on 
the 16th November at 
Swinderby was a fun 
night-out and was well 
a t tended . The even t 
raised a net profit of 
£439.50, the proceeds 
going to the Collingham 
Branch of the Royal 
British Legion. Thanks to 
all who attended. 

Terry Jacklin 
Chairman 
Collingham Branch
R.B.L.
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  STEPHEN ENTERTAINS AT OXFAM
Our own Steven Clements gave up a 
Saturday morning to perform at what he 
described as his  smallest venue yet. The 
Oxfam Books and Mus ic Shop on 
Cartergate in Newark is desperate for music 
donations, especially pop and rock vinyl. 
The manager, Kate Murrell of The Retreat in 
our village, invited Steve to come along and 
play in the shop window, to highlight the fact 
that they sell music and need more 
donations.

There was some initial apprehension around 
the space available but it went down a 
storm, with people coming in off the street to 
dance and l isten to Steve’s varied 
repertoire. At the same time, volunteers 
patrolled the streets giving away rather a lot 
of Fair Trade Divine Chocolate with flyers 
about the music side of the shop.

Kate says that Steve was perfect, playing the right mix of genres; from rock to pop and 
everything in between. She adds: “He was an excellent ambassador for Oxfam and we are 
very grateful for his contribution.”

Music, books and chocolate  -  what more could you possibly need?

 

                SOUTH SCARLE PLAYERS
All villagers will recently have received a letter from me about the group we are forming to 
enjoy all things ‘theatrical’ - a term which covers a wide range of interests for all ages, 
skills and talents.  It is not only the would-be thespians amongst you whose presence 
and participation will be most welcome, but also all you ‘shrinking violets’ who like to be in 
on the act but prefer working behind the scenes. Come on, don’t be shy!

I have already received a number of forms back which display a good range of talent, but I 
would like those in the village who do not participate in other activities to join us.  We hope 
to make it a fun group with something for everybody!  PLEASE JOIN US!     ROY TURNER

             

            NEW PRIEST FOR EAST TRENT CHURCHES
We have a new Priest at last. He is Rev’d David Yabbacome, who is from St .Nicholas 
Church, Newport, in the Diocese of Lincoln. He will be starting sometime in January 2013     
Florence Baldwin. Churchwarden. A ‘South Scarle Welcome’ awaits him!
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100 club draw winners             

1st. 100 Club Draw     Held at Car Treasure Hunt 
1st.Prize=£100— Martin ( Bellringer)

2nd.prize=£50--- Mike Bossart

3rd.prize=£25---  Andy Gibson (postman)

4th.prize=£25---  Mrs. A .Reeve

2nd. 100 Club Draw    Held at Cream Teas.( Jane & Roger’s) 

1st.Prize =  £100—Mrs. G .J. Bradley

2nd. Prize = £50--- Jo Bennett

3rd. Prize = £25--- Mrs. R. Johnson Sabine

4th.Prize =£25 ---Mr. D. Howard

3rd. 100 Club Draw    Held at `Back to Britain Concert’ 

1st.Prize=£100—Mrs. F. Baldwin

2nd.prize=£50---Mrs. R. Bellaby 

3rd.prize=£25--- Mr. Nigel Cook

4th.prize=£25---  Mrs. T. Paris

4th. 100 Club Draw    Held at the Harvest Festival

1st.Prize = Mrs. M. Hill

2nd. Prize = Richard & Steve

3rd. Prize = Linda Dales

4th. Prize = Mr. Mrs. C.Edwards

The Final Draw will take place after the 

Carol Service Sunday 17th. December 5pm.

       

            CAROL SERVICE in ST. HELENA’s CHURCH
                               Sunday December 16th at 5pm.  
                          followed by Sherry and Mince Pies           

               

                QUIZ 
             RAISES
        £456.00  FOR
       SPACE FUND
The recent Quiz  Night in the 
Col l ingham Memorial Hal l  
organised by JUDY THORPE 
and MARCIA PARKIN was a fun 
evening and raised well over 
£400 towards St. Helena’s 
Space Fund. Terry Jacklin kept 
everyone in some sort of order 
and Judy Muirhead with her 
army of helpers organised the 
food. Tha Bar was run by Mike 
Bossart and Sarah Turner.


