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The Field 
 
 
 
 

In this field, robbed of its hedges, 
every metre plundered for profit; 

summer saw machines grow dragonfly wings 
and pour precocious life to tender shoots and fragile 

roots. 
 

August showed the squat green stumps 
potatoes make above the earth, in tidy clumps. 

September spewed a toxic rainbow spray, 
and washed all signs of green away. 

October’s greedy jaws came quickly then 
to rape the soil and gobble up the spoil 

for Walkers’ crisps. 
 

This field is desolate now. 
Dead potato stems deck the furrows. 

Puddles quiver in tyre tracks. 
Crows stalk the trenches, 

Dreary supervisors of last life, occasional worms. 
Next year, this field could sport a sun-bleached head of 

corn 
or wave blue ripples through a lake of linseed. 

 
But onions are its destiny. 

                                
                              The EU gave a subsidy. 
 
                                    KATE MURRELL 
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Another year has nearly passed and, once again, Scarlians have risen to the 
occasion by supporting, and contributing to, the various village events we have 
enjoyed.  The amounts of money that have been raised are truly amazing for  so 
small a community and we should all be proud of such an achievement. 
 

   In the early part of the year, the Garage Sales raised £730.00 and gave everyone 
a chance to clear their attics and outhouses (and then replenish them with other 
items they spotted on their tour of the various venues)!  In June, Eric and Rosemary 
Johnson-Sabine welcomed us to the Hall for a Cheese and Wine Party. In spite of 
the awful rainy weather it was well attended with just over £478.00 being raised. 
 

   The annual ‘Fun Run’ provided another opportunity for the more athletic, or 
foolhardy, amongst us to get out their running shoes and run, jog or walk the 
course, raising £53.00.  This was followed in the afternoon by the splendid ‘Cream 
Teas’ event hosted by David and Jane Clark which raised over £412.00 towards the 
refurbishment of St. Helena’s Church. 
                                                                                  

   The final event of the year, the ‘ANGEL FESTIVAL’  was a great success thanks 
to Judy Muirhead and her many helpers.  There was a steady stream of visitors 
during the three days, with the refreshments and accompanying music being much 
appreciated.  Some of the angels which adorned the Church can be seen on the 
back cover of this edition of The Scarlian. Many of these involved hours of work and 
everyone who gave up their time deserves thanks.   
 

   Sunday afternoon’s entertainment, ‘ANGEL’S DELIGHTS’, included poems, 
solos, instrumental and organ pieces together with contributions from the excellent 
choir.  Laughter was provided by the South Scarle Players under the directorship of 
Tina Paris who presented the ‘SOUTH SCARLE PLOUGH PLAY’. You can read 
about the origins and significance of this play on page 8. You can  also purchase 
the excellent DVD filmed by Anita Clements and produced by Stephen, on sale at 
the Farm Shop. A total of  £1705.00 was realised over the three day event. 
 
                                                 IMPORTANT CHANGE 
 

   An important change occurred this year with the retirement of Mike Bossart as 
Parish Clerk and Alan Froggatt stepping in at the last minute to save the day! We 
are grateful to Alan for agreeing to take on this demanding role for the next two 
years. After that, eyes will be scanning the horizon again for the appearance of 
another volunteer!  Hopefully there is one already waiting on the sidelines! 
 

   All in all, another interesting and fruitful year in our village!  Thanks to everyone 
who took part and let’s keep up the good work. The first stage of the refurbishment 
of St. Helena’s will soon begin and this will be followed eventually by the removal of 
the pews and installation of underfloor heating and chairs.  All of this will take a lot 
of financing, but in the light of the above I feel sure that South Scarle will continue to 
pull together and further successes are assured. 
 

Roy Turner: Editor 
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      PROJECT INDIA 
 

On July 2nd 2011 RACHEL CLEMENTS set out 
on a three week expedition around India with 16 
other students from her school, Lincoln Minster. 
The journey there was an experience in itself; 
three days travelling on coaches, planes, taxis 
and trains (Indian style) gave them their first taste 
of Indian culture, and it was a shock! Here’s her 
account of the experience . . . . . . . . 
 

   The first stop on our expedition was a school 
for the deaf, in a small town called Tirunelveli. The 
welcome we received was as warm and as open-
hearted as can be wished for, and their obvious delight to see us with their 
generosity of spirit was humbling. We were based there for two of the three weeks 
while we completed the project we set out to do. 
 

   The project was to construct a small row of retail outlets that would be used by the 
deaf community in Sankarankovil, a town 55km north of Tirunelveli. These shops 
will be used by the deaf community to sell goods from their own bakery, tailors and 
farms. Laying what the Indians called ‘bricks’ (wet blocks of mud) and sieving sand 
for the concrete mix, consistently for 8 days, in 45°C heat, was harder than first 
expected, especially with hand held tools only. At the end of the day, the only way 
for 7 girls to get clean was with one outside tap (which only worked when it wanted 
to)!  
 

   Whilst staying at the deaf school we had a sign language lesson every night so 
we could spend time and communicate with the residents. The sign language didn’t 
come naturally, as you can imagine, which caused great humour for the deaf 
students; however, at the end of our stay we did manage to put on an assembly of 
the 3 little pigs, in Indian sign language, for the students and teachers in the school.  

 
We also met poverty-
stricken families in remote 
areas of southern India, 
but the thing that amazed 
us most wasn’t the fact 
they had neither electricity 
or running water, nor the 
lack of food they have and 
the shelters they live in, 
but the happiness on their 
faces was just striking. It 
made me so grateful and 
aware of what I have, they 
have nothing, yet they’re 
so happy. The experience 
of this was moving for 
everyone. (continued   on P.5) 
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     (continued from Page 4) 
  

      PROJECT INDIA 
 

The thought of going trekking 
in a tea plantation for the last 
week of our expedition was 
seen as the best way to try 
new food after having the 
same curry for breakfast, lunch 
and dinner for two weeks. We 
spent a few days in a tiger 
reserve, deep in the forests of 
the Western Ghats mountain 
range, where we visited a tea 
factory and climbed up to the 
most fabulous views. We also 
indulged ourselves with fresh 
Chai Tea and, surprisingly, 
more curry. 
 

   Before the long trip home, the last two days took in the sights and sounds from the 
very southern tip of India, in a tourist spot where the Arabian Sea, Indian Ocean 
and the Bay of Bengal all meet. This went down very well with a trip to the local 
water park, a hotel with running showers and a 4* restaurant meal at night where 
we could have meat for the first time. However, the expedition leaders 
recommended we did not eat the meat. Unfortunately, I did, and spent the last day 
in bed with food poisoning; I should have listened to the people who knew best!  
 

                                    The poverty there is hard to imagine 
 

   On our long trip home we stopped off at the city of Chennai, before taking in the 
last sights of Mumbai. Now I’m back at home, it’s hard to imagine the life out there 
and the poverty some people live in. Seeing it on the news, and reading about it 
didn’t mean anything until I experienced it for myself. But it is good to know my 
fellow-students and I have been able to help in some way. Even if it didn’t seem a 
lot to us, it has had a big impact on the people in that community.  It was definitely 
the experience of a lifetime! 

 

Rachel (third from left) and some of her  
      friends in traditional Indian saris 

                                                      CHURCH FLOWER ROTA    
                                                                                               
Sat.10th.Dec.HC.9.30am  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . No Flowers - Advent 
Sun.18th.Dec.5pm  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  Carol Service - Greenery only  .  .  .  .  .  Everyone                
Christmas Day: 9am by the Very Revd. David Leaning.  Flowers may be added to arrangements 
Sat.14th.Jan.HC.9.30am  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  Judy Thorpe 
Sun.22nd.Jan. HC.9am  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Judy Muirhead 
Sat.11th.Feb.HC.9.30am  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Dorinda Weston Davis 
Sun.19th.Feb.HC 5pm  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  Margaret Chambers/Sue Hewitt 
Sun.4th.March Evensong 5pm  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Lent  No Flowers 
Sat.10th.March HC.9.30am  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .   Lent No Flowers 
Sun.8th.April  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . .  Easter Day  - Everyone 
                                                                                                                    FLORENCE BALDWIN                                                                                                                            
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A LETTER FROM THE  CLERK 
 

          ALAN  FROGGATT  REPORTS 
 

When I took this job on I had very little idea of what I was 
letting myself in for. Sure, I had attended the occasional 
Parish Meeting and listened to the discussion on various 
topics, but now it was for real, real involvement and with 
involvement comes responsibility. 

 
   So what has taken place in the first six months since I took up office? Planning 
applications for extensions at The Hall, Hall Farm House and Holly House have 
been discussed and given Parish Council approval, that very important first step for 
any planning application to succeed within South Scarle. I have received 
correspondence or notification and had to deal with, fly tipping on Plot Lane, 
damaged road sign on Swinderby Road, seized - up water tap and broken manhole 
cover at the Cemetery (along with making the water tap winter frost proof), Road 
Salt Bins and Pot Holes; recording  and issuing the legal documentation for four 
burials (these ledgers still use pen and ink, and  it is 60 years since I last attempted 
to write with a fountain pen) and how many of you know the graves are still dug by 
hand?  
 
                               In Negotiation with Notts. County Council 
 
   I have had to write appeals on the closure of Police and Fire Stations at 
Collingham, negotiate a change to the Dial-a-Bus service and organise the first cut 
to the playing field hedge since it was planted in 2005. We are in negotiation with 
Notts.C.C. on the problem of HGV vehicles and the ever growing size of Tractors 
and Trailers passing through the village, in particular at the corner of Swinderby 
Road and Main Street, damage to property walls, kerbing and hedgerows being of 
concern. Suitable warning signs or load restriction notices could be forthcoming. I'm 
sure you have all read or heard on the news channels about changes to the 
planning laws and concern of urban spread into the countryside. A strategic 
planning review is under way and its content can be viewed at www.newark-
sherwooddc.gov.uk/planningpolicy . This review is not expected to be complete until 
Autumn 2012. So far as South Scarle is concerned, no extension of house building 
within the village is likely to receive approval (we believe this excludes the old 
Redmay Industrial site for which an application has already been made); also no 
infilling between the village and outlying properties will be allowed. 
 
                                      Local Improvement Scheme grant 
 
   On behalf of the village I have applied for, and made it through stage one, a £6k 
grant to smarten up the approach road from Collingham where it meets the village, 
with kerbing, footpaths, car and cycle parking on the roadside corner of the playing 
field, opposite the bus shelter. This will not cost South Scarle residents a penny. I 
got very late notice of this grant from Notts. Local Improvement Scheme and sent 
emails out to all I have an email address for (let me have yours  at 
sscarleclerk@aol.com) searching for ideas. Time was limited and a quick decision 
had to be made, so rightly or wrongly I went for this one.            (continued on Page 7) 

 

mailto:sscarleclerk@aol.com)
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A LETTER FROM THE CLERK   (continued from Page 6) 
 

In January we will be holding a Parish Meeting to discuss and approve a Budget of 
our forecasted income and expenditure for the period 1st April 2012 to 31st March 
2013. Our decisions here will effect you all via your Council Tax Bill. Send your 
ideas of cost saving or urgent spending to me please in the first week of January for 
inclusion on the agenda of this very important meeting. Please try and attend.  It is 
always a good thing to get the views of a cross-section of the village community on 
the various issues to be discussed. 
 

   I could go on but thought I should finish with this urgent message I received from 
Notts. County Council - We are not to hang flower baskets on our lamp posts before 
obtaining a load test certificate for each post. Hope we have no strong winds! 
 

For any would be successor to the job title, South Scarle Parish Clerk …. please 
remember, I only took the job on for two years! You can see the work load is not 
over demanding on your time, and it's full of local interest. 
 

                                          Alan Froggatt:  South Scarle Parish Clerk 
  

Parish Meeting Jan 19th 2012 
 
Come and get an update on St. 
Helena’s Community Space Project.   
 

You are invited to the above meeting 
to hear about, and discuss the 
progress of this project.   
 
It is all systems go now as we have 
full permission to go ahead with Phase 
1, the North Aisle refurbishment.  This 
includes a new disabled toilet facility, a 
new access ramp into the north aisle, 
a new kitchen, and new access into 
the nave of the church from the north 
aisle, to be all on one level. 
 
Come and find out how you can get 
involved and help the project along. 
This is an important meeting so we 
hope that all Scarlians will try to 
attend. 
 
                      ++++++++++ 
 
At this meeting we also want to 
discuss the Queen’s Diamond 
Jubilee in June 2012 and how South 
Scarle should celebrate this special 
occasion. 

     

           Churchwardens 
 

The Churchwardens would like thank 
everyone for their help and support 
during 2011, and wish all parishioners 
a very happy and  peaceful 
Christmastide. They look forward to 
seeing you all at the Carol Service. 
 

  Christmas Quiz in aid of the  
                St. Helena  
   ‘Community Space’ Fund       
 

We have prepared a quiz for over the 
Christmas period with the closing date 
on 9th January.  We hope you and all 
your friends and relations will buy a 
£1 quiz sheet to help the fund.  The 
first drawn all correct answers will 
receive £50, or the most correct 
answers.    
 

          HARVEST FESTIVAL      

The Supper raised £80.00, the 
auction of produce (conducted by 
Peter Severn) made £41.15.  The 
collection of £64.61 has been sent to 
the Emmaus Trust in Newark. 
 

                            Florence and Judy 
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During the 17th and 18th centuries, the Plough Plays were performed annually on 
the second Monday in January after the Plough Sunday Service. A plough was 
blessed in the village church in readiness for tilling and preparing the earth before 
the sowing of seeds.  
 
   The tradition was particularly strong in rural Lincolnshire and Nottinghamshire. 
There were only slight variations from one village to another, some having a Father 
Christmas character, some a happy horse and, in Lincolnshire, a black face 
character, but most contained the characters which appear in the South Scarle 
version. These plays were jolly and amusing but they have their roots in pagan 
celebrations of reviving the dying or trance-like earth in readiness for spring and the 
miracle of growth and rebirth.  
 
   The plays were never written down but passed on from generation to generation 
by word of mouth. Consequently during the 19th century when rural life was 
changing and young people moved into towns and cities to work in the new 
industries, the plays became forgotten and virtually died out. But the mid 20th 
century saw a revival of interest in the old customs, music and folklore, and the hunt 
was on to record that which was still remembered. 
  
   Our South Scarle play was recited word for word by Mr. J G Holmes, then aged 
89, in 1951. Five generations of his family lived in South Scarle and he remembered 
being in the play when he was 17 years old.  At the time, Mr. Holmes said, “I was 
one of the team of seven characters for 3 years in succession at our little 
village of South Scarle, seven miles south east of Newark. We went to the 
surrounding villages at nights during the week, and our own village on 
Monday night. We were somebody then”. The scripts were forgotten for some 45 
years until we performed it in 1996. Performed again in 2004, and once again this 
year at our Angel Festival entertainment in St. Helena’s Church, makes it satisfying 
to know that we are helping to keep these old traditions alive for future generations. 
 
                                                         Tina Paris 
 

              

         MISS HOLMES 
 

Stephen Clements sent us a 
picture of Miss Holmes who is 
related to the Mr Holmes who 
saved the mummers play. She 
ran the school at Church Farm, 
and Stephen thinks the picture 
was done around 1900.  
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ADRIAN SUTTON, son of Richard Sutton, Main Street, moved 
down to London in February to take up a position as a production runner on the 
Channel 5 relaunch of Celebrity Big Brother.  Initially, he was working from 
Shepherd’s Bush, helping to organise and plan the new show and set-up the house, 
but as the launch date got closer he moved to Elstree Studios where filming took 
place. 
 

   ‘It felt quite unreal,” says Adrian, “as every day I was meeting, or at least seeing, 
celebrities.  Elstree is where EASTENDERS is filmed, and also the new Batman 
and James Bond movies among others.”  Celebrity Big Brother was followed by the 
original BB which has recently finished and Adrian is currently working on the next 
series of ‘Celebrity BB’. 
      

                                                                                   Filming Pamela Anderson 
 

   Adrian’s work includes interviewing contestants, inventing tasks and ensuring that 
various tasks on the show happen, and testing the various pieces of equipment 
including the climbing walls and bungee jumps. He 
also had to film the former Baywatch star, Pamela 
Anderson which  proved to be a rather arduous 
task as he found her to be a very unpleasant and 
difficult person. He has also appeared in some 
episodes of the show heavily disguised as a 
skeleton, a bat  and a gorilla! 

                      

                South Scarle Book Club  
       Books To Read At Christmas (Or Not !)  
 

Well, we continue to read books that provoke intense debate and divide opinions!  
 

Tony Benn's 'Letters to My Grandchildren' is not recommended unless you are 
ready for such a debate, with us either loving or hating it but not much in-between.  
 

The other books this quarter have also been rewarding reads if not a little sobering, 
including 'The Siege' by Helen Dunmore which is a harrowing account of the 
Siege of Leningrad during WW2. It certainly put our own recent winter experiences 
into perspective - not for the fainthearted, but well worth it. 'The Alibi' by Joseph 
Kanon is a thriller set in the canals of Venice, again with a WW2 theme but with an 
interesting twist.  
 

More recently, J B Priestley's 'An Inspector Calls' had us examining our own 
social consciences - a timeless piece of literature that remains as relevant in 
today's society as it was in 1946. We are currently experimenting, with each of us 
reading a different book this month, the reviews to be shared at the Christmas 
Party!  Should be fun!   
                                                                                                  LINDA MOLINEAUX 
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       SUCCESS FOR SOUTH SCARLE GOLFERS 
 

Dave Betts and Roger Davis have both achieved notable golfing 
victories.  Both are members of Newark Golf Club having joined earlier in the 
year.  Dave, who was then playing off a 24 handicap, won his Division in the August 
Medal competition which qualified him for the medal finals to be held in September.  
His net score of 62 was exceptional, an outstanding achievement for someone who 
had only been playing for a relatively short time.  Roger also qualified for the medal 
finals by equalling the ‘standard scratch’ score during the same competition.  

 
During the medal finals, 160 
golfers competed for the 
prestigious Walter Hughes 
Memorial Trophy.  Roger, an 18 
handicapper, played earlier in 
the day and shot a net 65 which 
he felt was a competitive score 
for his division but probably not 
good enough to win overall.  
Returning for the trophy 
presentations in the evening, he 
had no idea where he had 
finished.  He was puzzled when 
the first 3 places in his division 

were announced as his name did not come up and the winner had shot a net 68.  
The presenter then announced the top places in the overall competition for the 
trophy and, to Roger’s delight and amazement, he was declared the winner of the 
overall competition.   The penalty of this success for both Dave and Roger is that 
their handicaps were severely cut, Roger now plays off 15 and Dave 21.  
 
Editor’s note: (For the uninitiated, during a ‘medal’ competition, players have to 
record their gross scores for every hole and then subtract their handicap to produce 
a ‘net’ score.  This type of competition is considered the most demanding as one 
bad hole can ruin a score).  Our congratulations to both! 

  

        Roger Davis with his cup     Dave Betts shows off his medal 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  Available from the                                           
      FARM SHOP                                                      

Great Christmas Gift 
          Only £5.00 
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ANGEL DELIGHTS 



13 

 

 
                          HIDDEN HELPERS 
 
       They say that all that glisters is not gold, 
          That things are never as they seem, 
       They say there are more wonders out of sight 
          Than we could ever dream. 
 
        They say that hidden helpers 
           Are always close at hand, 
        But as we cannot see them 
           It’s hard to understand, 
 
        And harder still to think that they 
           Are given special roles 
       That is to say, as guardians 
          To watch and guide our souls. 
 
        But in our hour of greatest need 
          When, what we’re seeking suddenly is there, 
        Our feet could be on holy ground, 
          We could be entertaining angels - unaware! 

  

When I was asked to be 
Master of Ceremonies at 
the  Angel  Fes t ival 
entertainment, I thought a 
lot about angels and 
decided to compose a 
short poem with which to 
close the proceedings.   
 
On the right is the result 
which seemed to sum up 
our afternoon of music and 
poetry.  The event  was 
‘sold out’ and a great 
success. 
 
 I decided to include it in 
this edition of The Scarlian 
because I have had quite a 
number of requests for 
copies from people who 
heard it.   
 
          Roy Turner 
                                              

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

             
 
            
 
Today, 12th September 2011,  would have been my late husband’s birthday so I 
would like to take this opportunity to thank all our neighbours and friends who have 
been so kind to our family during the past few months. 
 
We have been touched by the many kindnesses shown and offers of help coming 
from so many people.  It has been much appreciated by us all.  Thank you all. 
 
                                           BARBARA NICHOLSON 

         

   ANGEL COMPETITION WINNERS                                                              

   Best angel up to 6 years:  Eloise Tilly 
   Best angel 7 - 10 years:    Libby Chennells 
   Best angel 11 and over:    Ben Baldwin 
   Most angelic angel:           Lilly Atkinson 
   Most colourful angel:         Grace Tilly 
   Most unusual angel:          Billy Nicholson 
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             SOLD TO GOOD HOMES! 
 
Dave and Lynn Betts have told The Scarlian that their Hampshire Down ram lambs, 
whose story many of you have read in our previous issues, finished the season in 
fine style, coming first and second at the Collingham Show. 
 
   “In early October,” reports Dave, ”we took them to the Skipton Sales and we were 
hopeful that they would be sold for breeding rather than for meat.  Scott was sold in 
the auction ring to a York farm park (ensuring a life of luxury)!  Stuart, however, 
proved to be a more difficult sale.  Eventually he was sold to a Hampshire Down 
breeder from mid-Wales. We are looking forward to seeing his progeny.” 
 
   The Betts’ three ewes are back from tupping at Heckington and they are hoping 
to see more ewe lambs with the start of a new season.  Birth dates are 14th and 21st 
December. 
 

STEPHEN CLEMENTS sent us this witty 
poem  ….. Author unknown ….. We are 
sure that all you computer buffs will find 
it amusing! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
       The computer swallowed grandma.  
           Yes, honestly it’s true!  
       She pressed 'control and 'enter'  
           And disappeared from view.  
       It devoured her completely,  
           The thought just makes me squirm.  
       She must have caught a virus  
           Or been eaten by a worm.  
       I've searched through the recycle bin  
           And files of every kind;  
       I've even used the Internet,  
           But nothing did I find.  
       In desperation, I asked Jeeves  
           My searches to refine.  
       The reply from him was negative,  
           Not a thing was found 'online.'  
       So, if inside your 'Inbox,'  
           My Grandma you should see,  
       Please 'Copy, Scan' and 'Paste' her 
           And send her back to me.  

 

       POPPY APPEAL 
 

I am pleased to announce that the Royal 
British Legion Poppy Appeal collection in 
South Scarle realised £204.27.  Please 
accept my apologies if you were missed 
but I visited every home in the village, 
some twice.  It is a pleasure to see 
people giving generously to such a 
much-needed cause.  Thank you all. 
 

               TERRY JACKLIN  
 
 
    
 
 
 
 
 
  

 NEW BRANCH OPENED 
 

A branch of the Royal British Legion has 
been opened in Collingham - the original 
branch was closed many years ago. 
Membership is open to everybody.  They 
are hoping to raise funds for a new 
standard. If you are interested you can 
contact the Secretary JACKIE 
NORCOTT on  893327 
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    TWELVE DAYS OF CHRISTMAS CROSSWORD 

 
 

 

          St. Helena’s Church     
 
        
   December 18th  at  5.00pm. 
  (Followed by sherry & mince pies) 
 

             Everybody welcome! 
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We read 4 books: 
 

‘Started Early Took My Dog’ by Kate Atkinson   
(Chosen by Trish) 
 

Set in Jack the Ripper time in the North of England and thought by some to have 
captured that period well. However, considered by most to be spoilt by too many 
jumps in time and confusing characters. A lukewarm response. 
 

‘Huckleberry Finn’ by Mark Twain 
(Chosen by Marilyn)  
 

Most of us liked this classic and three of us loved it! We mostly enjoyed the 
description and feeling of life in the deep south along the Mississippi. We admired 
Huck’s constant battle between rules and freedom and his spark, spirit and 
versatility to succeed against all odds. The historic attitude to black people at that 
time was questioned by Huck whose fairness and open-mindedness seemed 
revolutionary then. A few of us did not get on with the dialect and found the story 
too far-fetched. However, we all enjoyed Marilyn and Lyn’s dinner of catfish, and all 
things Southern. An epic meeting!  
 

‘The Unbearable Lightness of Being’ by Milan Kundera 
(Chosen by Kate ... typical!) 
  

Well, what can we say?! Most people didn’t finish it and found it precocious, difficult 
to read and with annoying characters. The most interesting aspect was the portrayal 
of life in Czechoslovakia after the War in Stalin’s time; the secret police, betrayals 
and paranoia. The paranoia certainly found its way onto the page in somewhat 
bizarre philosophical meanderings and was not easy reading. That said, it could 
probably be described as a many - layered post modernist novel that could be read 
on several levels. 
 

‘Mudbound’ by Hilary Jordan 
(Chosen by Tonia) 
 

Well done Tonia for finding a book we ALL liked! Another novel set in America’s 
South. This book was the most liked so far. It was well written and historically 
accurate. The characters were well defined and the story hooked you in. It touched 
on some dodgy issues of racial discrimination and the violence accorded to black 
people just after the second World War. It was a good story and gave rise to much 
discussion afterwards.                                                            Kate Murrell 
            

                        NEW CHRISTMAS CAROL 
 

A new Christmas Carol, composed by Roy Turner, will be introduced by the choir at 
this year’s Carol Service in St. Helena’s Church on Sunday December 18th at 
5.00pm.  It is called ‘LET US GO TO BETHLEHEM’.  
 

We are all familiar with the traditional carols and find it easy to sing them but we 
hope that, after the choir has sung a verse, you will all be able to pick up the tune of 
this new one and join in heartily! 
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                                PETER SEVERN REPORTS 
 
St. Helena’s band of ringers continues to make good progress from its 
humble beginnings almost 2 years ago and, despite many setbacks and broken 
stays along the way, the band still retains all its original members with a welcome 
return to the fold this year for Florence. We are now moving on from simple rounds 
and plain hunt to more technical methods such as bobbing which stretch the brain 
cells as well as the arms!  
 
   The band are ably and patiently  led by Richard 
Sutton who has many years of experience and 
knowledge of arcane ringing methods which he 
attempts to impart to his enthusiastic (if slow) 
followers every Thursday evening from 7.30 ‘til 
8.30ish (apologies if we occasionally run over 
time...it's just enthusiasm!). One of  highlights of 
this summer was a climb up the bell tower by 
some of the pluckier members of the band to fix 
yet another broken stay. To describe the ascent up 
the bell tower as hair-raising doesn’t do it justice 
but the views from the top are certainly worth the 
climb. 
 
For the first time last year, the band rang in the New Year and the event was such a 
success we would like to extend an open invitation to anyone who wants to join us at 
midnight in the bell tower on New Years Eve to welcome in 2012 with a drink or two 
in the traditional manner, followed by an opportunity to try your hand at the bells! 
 

RICHARD COMMENTS: 
 
The SOUTH SCARLE BELL RINGERS are now a team of eight and all of us have 
mastered basic bell control, call changes and plain hunt. Currently we are working 
on rope sight which is the basis of all change ringing and one of the hardest things 
any of us have learned in our lives.  It is basically picking a path through all the 
ropes, which are changing order all the time and at different speeds, and trying to 
keep the space between the bells constant. Don’t forget, this is while we are trying 
to control up to half a ton of metal! I hope you all agree that our efforts have greatly 
improved over the past year.  I am hoping that some of our team will achieve their 
first ‘quarter peal’ (1260 changes without stopping) within the next twelve months. 
 

We are trying to provide the bells for all Sunday church services and other special 
services as requested by the church including weddings. Among the highlights have 
been: ringing in the New Year, attending district meetings at Harby, Collingham, 
Rolleston and Sutton-on-Trent. a ringing tour of Stratford on Avon, and we were 
proud to ring for the wedding of Terry Jacklin’s daughter. 

“Stick with Richard, he’ll     
    show you the ropes.” 
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                             LITTLE & LARGE 
  
In the produce section at COLLINGHAM 
SHOW it was a case of Little and Large. Kate 
Murrell spotted this massive Bramley cooker on 
one of the apple trees in her garden at The 
Retreat, and thought she might be onto a 
winner. Sure enough, the colossal cooker, 
weighing in at 1lb 15oz, wiped the floor with all 
other entries and carried off first prize. It’s since 
been consumed with relish by Tiger, the 
resident horse at The Retreat. 

 
Meanwhile, Tonia and Kim Cook’s carrots may have been on the small side, but 
they were perfectly formed and duly carried off first prize in that category. You 
couldn’t really describe them as having beaten off fierce opposition, though  -  they 
were the only entries! 

 

   
  
 
In October, TINA PARIS organised her 10th lecture for the WOLFIT 
ENDOWMENT FUND at the Palace Theatre, Newark.  This time the star was 
award-winning actress DAME EILEEN ATKINS, well-known for her film, theatre 
and television work. She has appeared in countless stage productions in and 
around London and has appeared on Broadway many times. She helped to 
create the period drama ‘Upstairs Downstairs’ with Jean Marsh. 
 

   Many of you will remember her playing the central role of Miss Deborah 
Jenkyns in the BBC 1 drama series CRANFORD, broadcast in the autumn of 
2007; her co-stars were Judi Dench and Michael Gambon. This performance 
earned her the 2008 BAFTA Award for best actress, as well as the Emmy 
Award. 
 

   At the Palace Theatre she was interviewed on 
stage by a patron of the Wolfit Endowment 
Fund, RICHARD DIGBY DAY who is an ex-
director of Nottingham Playhouse and teacher of 
drama in London.  She spoke of her early days 
and many experiences, afterwards answering 

questions from 
the audience. 
 
Dame Eileen is 
seen on the right 
with Tina Paris 
and trustees of 
the Endowment 
Fund. 
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You may have been aware that the fields 
surrounding South Scarle this season have been 
heavily cropped by ONIONS. G H Chennells 
Farms onion production is going from strength to 
strength. They are building a strong reputation 
as one of the best onion growers in the UK.  
 
   The fields around South Scarle form an important part of the estate farmed by G 
H Chennells Farms and, whilst the total cropping area of onions on the farm has 
changed very little in the last few years, yields have varied dramatically. The farm 
has recorded its highest ever Onion yield this year. The warm spring, combined 
with an early start to irrigation, meant plants got going quickly and whilst the 
summer was not red hot it was consistently warm, and onion plants enjoyed near 
perfect growing conditions. Hard work for the farmers during the irrigation season 
has been rewarded with a harvest of 12,615 tonnes of onions. This is the 
equivalent weight of the Atyrau Oil tanker  - one of the largest in the Caspian Sea.  

 
   Onions are ferried from fields to the main 
yard at Clay Farm via tractor and trailer, 
where they are inspected to remove weeds, 
stones and rejects, before being placed in 
large buildings to be dried and stored. The 
majority of the onions grown around South 
Scarle will end up in Marks & Spencer 
prepared foods and Aunt Bessie’s Onion 
rings, with some going into Subway 
sandwiches and Domino’s Pizzas.  
   
   The Onion harvest has been extremely 

successful but good harvests tend to bring with them depressed market prices. The 
new challenge for the farm is now to manage to sell the massive volume of onions 
at above the cost of production in a year where worldwide harvests have been good 
and there are large tonnages of international imported onions hitting the shelves. 
Work has already started on next year’s Onion crops. An 
over wintered crop of onions was drilled in late August 
and is making good progress.  Over the next few weeks 
the farm will be busy harvesting carrots, putting straw on 
long term storage carrots, harvesting sugar beet and 
preparing to start washing and supplying the record  
yielding potato crops. 
 
   As we approach Christmas, the message from G H 
Chennells Farms is “thank you for your patience with 
our vehicles in the village. Have a very merry 
Christmas and be sure to include lots of English 
vegetables on your Christmas dinner plate”. 
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