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A busy June day for  the 

Bishop of Southwell and Nottingham, the 
Right Reverend Paul Butler, ended in 
South Scarle where he conducted 
Evensong in St Helena’s Church.  After 
what was a day of mixed weather, the 
sun shone to welcome the Bishop who 
arrived in a 1939 Daimler owned by Nigel 
Priestley, churchwarden at St Giles’ 
Church, Holme. 
 

The visit was the culmination of a Sunday 
spent visiting churches in the newly-
formed East Trent Group which is made 
up of  11 churches covering 15 villages - 
South Scarle, Besthorpe, Girton, 
Winthorpe, Langford, Holme, Brough, 
Collingham,  Spalford, North and South 
Clifton, Thorney, Wigsley, Harby and 
Swinethorpe - all of which are under the 

pastoral care of the priest-in-charge, the Rev. David Milner. St Helena’s was open 
for visitors over the weekend and various displays were mounted by villagers with 
many old photogrqphs being displayed alongside the church registers.  There was 
also a display featuring the front covers of nearly all the editions of The Scarlian. 
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             From the 
         Editor’s desk 
 

Looking through this issue of The Scarlian you will see what 
talented, ambitious and adventurous young people we have 
in our village.  In these days when young people are so 
often denigrated and criticised for their wayward behaviour, 
it is gratifying to read of the commitment our youngsters are 
making to their chosen careers. 
 

   Adrian and William Sutton, Claudia Johnson-Sabine, Jamie Finn, Amy Swain, 
Hannah Jones and Elliot Walters are setting a great example.  If surrounding  
villages have such motivated youth then the future looks bright for this country, 
provided they are given the correct backing from the powers that be! 
 

   Putting this bumper issue together has been both interesting and pleasureable 
and I do hope that you enjoy reading it.  We are always pleased to receive 
comments and suggestions, articles and titbits!  If you have any news, however 
seemingly trivial to you - it could interest other readers - please send to our Email 
address (on the cover page) or drop a note through my door at Hall Barn.  And 
please let’s have a big response to the ‘Poems & Prose for Christmas’.  
 

         POEMS  & PROSE FOR CHRISTMAS 
 

Calling all you budding poets and scribes…..there must be quite a few in South 
Scarle…..Please put pen to paper and let your creative juices flow!  We are asking 
for poems or prose on the theme of Christmas to publish in the December issue. 
 

   The poems can cover any aspect of the Christmas season, all the usual trimmings 
and feastings, family, presents, experiences, thrills, disappointments.  They can be 
serious or comical, in fact there are no rules. The same goes for prose; write about 
those memories of Christmases past, there is a lot of scope there! Just let 
inspiration take over and share it with the village. 
 

                        Send to our Email or drop into Hall Barn, Main Street. 
 

                      VILLAGE WEBSITE? 
 

I have been thinking for sometime that having a Village Website would perhaps be 
a good idea, and I am quite willing to undertake setting one up if  Scarlians think it   
would be useful.  We would still advocate producing  ‘The Scarlian’  in printed form 
for those in the village who do not use a computer but a website would enable 
information, ideas and creativity of all kinds to be explored and shared.  It could be 
a good way of strengthening the community spirit we all enjoy here in South Scarle. 
 

           Let me have your input  please and tell me what you think. E-Mail me!  
 

                                                                                                                                                                   ROY TURNER 
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The OPEN CHURCHES WEEKEND in July was an event which it will be well-worth 
repeating.  The Diocese will be evaluating the reports sent in by each participating 
church and deciding how to improve upon this first such event. 
 

   St. Helena’s attracted a steady stream of visitors coming to look at the exhibits: 
Roy’s display of covers from past editions of The Scarlian, Judy’s well-researched 
history of St.Helena, Florence’s collection of photographs, Connie’s scrapbook and 
Chris’s paintings all created a fascinating and evocative record of church and 
people.  The Registers, as we anticipated, attracted much interest as people came 
across details of family weddings, baptisms and burials.  The refreshments served 
raised £34.00 for funds. 
 

                                          CHURCH NEWS                                                                                                                               
 

   Work will be undertaken soon by David Clarke to repair the  Linley/Banks  chest 
tomb on the south side of the church. This will be an exacting process of safely 
dismantling it, providing a new level base, rebuilding the internal walls and 
reassembling the panels using stainless steel pins and clamps in place of the old 
iron ones.  An archaeologist has to be present at the opening and excavation of the 
tomb.  It should all be very interesting. 
 

   Since 2003,  the monthly Coffee Mornings on the second Saturday in the month 
have steadily raised money for the Air Ambulance Trust.  The total has now topped 
£1,200 and we intend it to continue to support this valuable, entirely voluntarily 
funded, body. Starting at 9.30am with a short Holy Communion service, and 
including the Rector’s meetings with people wanting to make arrangements for 
weddings and baptisms, these Saturdays have become very busy and often noisy 
times of fellowship and refreshment.  Well worth popping in if you have yet to do so! 

                                                                       Anne and Florence. 

   Historical items in St.Helenas’s which visitors found 

interesting. BELOW: Chris Paris’s paintings on display. 
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From near tragedy to the perfect summer wedding in just 15 
months ….. this is the remarkable achievement of Jenny Aslin, 
daughter of Vicki, South Scarle resident at Willow Farm.  
 

Jenny married Adam Miller, an Aussie from Brisbane, at St. 
Helena’s in the village on June 26

th
….but back in March 2009, it 

could have been so different.  
 

   Jenny met Adam when she decided she wanted to compete in Triathlons, (for the 
uninitiated, triathlons involve strenuous bouts of swimming, cycling and running). 
Adam, who has been over here for five years now, is a personal trainer who 
specialises in the triathlon. Both Jenny and her twin sister Liz joined up with Adam 
to form their own “Square Mile Triathlon Team”, based in London. Jenny also works 
in London at an investment bank as an economist. 
 

   Adam and Jenny came up to South Scarle for a training weekend. Adam’s 
romantic intention was to propose while they were both out cycling in their favourite 
spot  -  Harmston. He had ridden on ahead to surprise her with the ring. Six 
hundred yards behind, Jenny was hit by a huge lorry! 
 

                                    ‘Phone call changed everything 
 

   Liz, along with Anita and Steve Clements, were back at base, waiting with the 
champagne. Instead, they received the ‘phone call that changed everything! 
Jenny’s injuries were extremely serious  --  but thanks to the Air Ambulance, and 
intensive care at the Queens Medical Centre and Nottingham City Hospital, as well 
as her own courage and sheer determination, she pulled through. (continued on  P. 5) 
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INJURIES OVERCOME (continued from P. 4) 
 

After several weeks in hospital, then eight weeks recuperating at mum’s Willow 
Farm, she was well enough to return home to London and resume her normal life. 
Just one year later, she competed in her first triathlon since the accident. 
 
   Needless to say, all this made the wedding such a special event for the Aslin and 
Miller families. The Millers all flew over from Australia, and, after the church service, 
the entire wedding party walked down Swinderby Road for the reception at Willow 
Farm. Sister Liz , who works for House & Garden Magazine in London, designed 
the invitations and “did all the arty stuff”. The ladies of South Scarle (well, some of 
them!) prepared beautiful flower arrangements for the marquee in the garden. 
Catering and photography were locally sourced. The happy couple spent a brief 
honeymoon in the Lake District, and are going to Argentina later in the year.  
 

Speaking as a guest, it was a perfect evening  -  the garden, the pond, the ducks 
serenading us at dusk ….. the bride looked gorgeous, as did mum and twin sis …. 
The groom and his entourage were most dashing …… and the whole evening was 
full of laughter and dancing through to the early hours. The perfect country wedding! 
        

                                                                                                         KATE MURRELL 

The scarecrow and 

one of the many 

ducks got dressed 

up for the wedding 

with a very stylish  

Tuxedo jacket and 

black Bow Tie! 

Jenny joins sister  

Liz & mum Vicki  

to share a happy 

moment together 

at the reception 
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ADRIAN SUTTON, son of Richard Sutton, Main 
Street,  has recently graduated from the University 
of Sunderland gaining a BA (Hons) 2:1 degree in 
Media Production, Video and New Media.  He is set 
on a career in the television industry and has 
already cut his teeth behind the scenes of some 
prestigious programmes, both with the BBC and 
ITV networks. 
 

   Adrian has already worked on the ‘X FACTOR’  at 
the early audition stages of the show in Manchester 
and is booked to work soon on Noel Edmonds 
‘DEAL OR NO DEAL’.  Another recent involvement 
has been with  ‘Michael McIntyre’s Comedy  
Road Show’. 
 

   One of his more challenging jobs was with Capture Films, working as First 
Assistant Director on ‘A Film With No Name’ - a modern road trip film.  We wish 
Adrian well and every success in the future in his chosen field. 

      

 
 
 

 
 
On leaving school, AMY SWAIN, who lives on Main 
Street, went to Lincoln College where she gained an 
NVQ2 in Child Care and now works at a Day Nursery in 
Newark.  She would eventually like to work with children 
who have special needs. 

 

Outside of work, Amy is kept very 
busy cheerleading with the ICE 
DIAMONDS CHEERLEADING 
SQUAD based in Newark.  She 
has been with the squad for four 
years and is now a qualified 
coach.  In May of this year the 
squad competed at the Winter 
Gardens, Blackpool, winning 16 
trophies.  At the moment they are 
busy rehearsing for a return visit to 
Blackpool for more competitions 
there in November where they 
hope to continue their trophy  
winning success. 

 

 

 

Amy is pictured here (Centre) taking part         
       in a BCA Northern Classic event 
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 Eighteen year old JAMIE FINN, of Main Street, is  
currently a student  at Worksop College and has 
recently received his AS LEVEL exam results, 
gaining an ‘A’ in History and a ‘B’ in Theatre Studies.  
When he has finished his studies,  he is hoping to 
apply for a place at Drama School, trying to fulfil his 
greatest ambition which is to perform and entertain. 
 

   Jamie is already well on the way to fulfilling his 
ambition having won first place in two classes at the 
Worksop Music Festival. One of the classes was 
‘Show Songs’ with Jamie accompanying himself on 
his ukulele, which he has named ‘Esmeralda’. His 
stage experience involves various productions, the 
highlight to date being his portrayal of  Sir Toby Belch 
in Shakespeare’s Twelfth Night last year.  He is 
currently looking forward to auditioning for parts in a 
staging of Evita in December.  
 

   “Playing Sir Toby Belch opened my eyes to 
Shakespeare and his brilliant use of language,” says 
Jamie. “I have studied his plays in lessons but 
performing them has made them come alive.  I have 

a dream of one day working with the RSC but, whatever happens,  I am certain my 
future lies somewhere in the entertainment industry.  At the moment I am 
developing my song-writing potential.  I have already written two comedy songs, 
‘TESTOSTERONE’ and ’CONSCIENCE FREE MP’, which have proved popular and  
I will be putting them on YouTube.” 
 

   For the past year, Jamie has been playing the ukulele but has now moved on to 
the guitar.  He also plays the piano so should never be short of accompaniment! “I’ll  
follow my dream,” he says, “and see where it leads!” 

 

 
 
 
 

Claudia Johnson-Sabine, daughter of Eric and Rosemary 

at The Hall was successful in her A-level examinations.  She 
has recently returned from an extended holiday travelling across 
Europe with a school friend.  In September she will take up her 
place in the School of Design at Leeds University, following in 
the footsteps of her brother Tom who was also at Leeds 
University and graduated in 2006. 
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JULY became DECEMBER for one night only in 
South Scarle when David and Jane Clarke hosted a 
‘TINSEL & TURKEY’ evening!  A full Christmas 
Dinner was enjoyed by a good crowd of Scarlians, 
some sporting appropriate Christmas decorations   
on heads, ears or around necks, followed by dancing 
to the music of a local band ‘SUBSTITUTE’ which is 
featured elsewhere in this issue. 
 

The garden of Hall Farm House was suitably 
decorated with a Yuletide theme and congratulations 
and thanks are due to Jane, David and all their 
helpers for providing a splendid get-together for the 
village. 
 

Together with the Raffle, Raffle of a Quilt made by 
Linda Molineaux, and Cream Teas at Hall Farm 
House the following day, the event raised £901.00. 
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  Bell ringers get a vote of confidence 
 

We are pleased to hear from Richard Sutton that our South Scarle bell ringers 
group are still working hard to develop their skills in what is a difficult and technically 
challenging occupation.  “We are struggling at times,” he says, “and progress is 
slow.  There is a lot of work to be done on bell control and the ringing of rounds, but 
we are getting there.” 
 

   They may be struggling a little but, recently, three group members, Chris, Peter 
and Lynn accompanied Richard to a district meeting in Collingham where ringers of 
all grades were present.  Our ringers joined in with others and were told by 
experienced ringers there that they were doing well for the limited time they have 
been ringing.  “This really boosted their confidence,” says Richard. 
 

   The group have also been lucky enough to have a new member join them. Martin 
Jones who lives in Besthorpe is another experienced ringer who is able to help 
Richard with the training regime. 
 

                                   —————————————————— 
 

                        Halfway Home Dog Rescue 
 
We can report that  Richard Ramsden, of Church View Barn, Main Street, is kept 
busy two mornings each week as a volunteer with HALFWAY HOME DOG 
RESCUE, High Park Farm, Swinderby Road, Collingham.  He helps with dog-
walking and fund-raising. As a dog-owner himself, together with partner Steve, he 
finds it rewarding knowing he is making a contribution to the care and resettlement 
of the animals involved. 
 

   The Dog Rescue, started as an independent concern in May 2006, carry out dog 
re-homing directly from their own kennels in Collingham.  They are dedicated to 
helping stray and death-row dogs find a new home.  All costs are met by donations 
and fund-raising activities such as Open Day Shows and car boot sales. 
 

   The Rescue are always looking for helpers, and if anyone would like to follow in 

Richard’s footsteps and volunteer they can  contact call  Val on 0780-8003152 or  

Email: valeriehosegood@yahoo.co.uk 

                           

                         PAKISTAN FLOODS APPEAL 
 

As you are all aware, there is a catastrophe of epic proportions taking place in 
Pakistan where millions of people have been made homeless and displaced by 
severe flooding. OXFAM are appealing for your help and if you have any BOOKS, 
MUSIC, LP’s, DVD’s  or VIDEOS our Newark shop would be glad to receive them. 
 

We can collect from your home and provide bags or boxes if needed. Please 
contact me on 01636 893402 if you can help.  Thank you.            KATE MURRELL 
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The ABC Book Group have been meeting regularly and here are 
the books they have read, discussed and dissected. 
 

THE WOMAN IN BLACK  by Susan Hill is an old-fashioned ghost story which she 
wrote in six weeks.  Arthur Kipps, a junior solicitor, is summoned to a house to 
attend a funeral, unaware of the  secrets hidden behind the shuttered windows. It is 
not until he glimpses a young woman, dressed all in black, at the funeral, that a 
creeping sense of unease begins to take hold,  It is very evocative of the Edwardian 
age and members thought it was enjoyable and very atmospheric, with a slow drip-
feed of mystery and menace. A few thought it was not in the least frightening, while 
others said it was ’scary’!  The novel has a shocking and unexpected ending which 
it is possible to predict as there are hints early on in the narrative. 
 

   This book started all sorts of metaphysical and philosophical discussions and was 
eventually scored as 3 out of 5. 
 

GIRL WITH A PEARL EARRING by Tracy Chevalier proved to 
be a very popular book which was given 4.6 out of 5 by the group. 
The mysterious portrait of the anonymous Girl with a Pearl 
Earring has fascinated art historians for centuries, and it is this 
magnetic painting that lies at the heart of Tracy Chevalier's second 
novel. The story centres on Vermeer's prosperous household in 
Delft in the 1660s. Comments included ‘good writing style’, ‘loved 
the pace, the tension’, ‘liked it, slow and atmospheric’, ‘good use of 
sentence length/structure to great effect’, ‘I was really in tune with Vermeer’, 
‘ultimately, the girl was just a servant and Vermeer only saw her in this role - yet he 
left her the earrings so must have felt more towards her’! 

The  Group found Sarah Waters novel, ‘THE LITTLE STRANGER‘, so much more 
frightening than the classic ghost story ‘The Woman in Black’.  It is a gripping story, 
with beguiling characters. As well as being a supernatural tale, it is a meditation on 
the nature of the British and class, and how things are rarely what they seem 

   It was generally felt that the book is a wonderful evocation of the 1940’s, with the 
writing  cleverly mimicking  the British ‘upper-lip’ style.  It is psychologically very 
complex and very intriguing and has a  ‘disappointing to some but enigmatic to 
others’ ending.  It was awarded 3.5* 
 

   Kate reports that the group are finding the get-togethers enjoyable. “At one of the 
meetings”, she says, “the members got rather carried away and thought they would 
try to write a novel together, until Anita brought us all down to earth!”    
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One of my favourite books has been brought to the screen as an eight-part series 
and is starting on Channel 4 television in October; I am looking forward to it with 
eager anticipation.  ‘THE PILLARS OF THE EARTH’ by Ken Follett is an epic 
novel written over a span of 13 years which has been a worldwide favourite  since it 
was  finally published in 1989.   
 

"The Pillars of the Earth" tells the story of Philip, prior of Kingsbridge, a devout 
and resourceful monk driven to build the greatest Gothic cathedral the world has 
known; of Tom, the mason who becomes his architect - a man divided in his soul; of 
the beautiful, elusive Lady Aliena, haunted by a secret shame; and of a struggle 
between good and evil that will turn church against state, and brother against 
brother. It is a spellbinding  tale of ambition, anarchy, and absolute power set 
against the sprawling medieval canvas of twelfth-century England 
 

Follett throws the reader instantly into the cold, damp, difficult lives of the central 
characters, with Tom  trying to keep starvation from the door of his family and, 
although penniless,  harbouring a life long dream. He longs  to put his talent for 
building to work on the most ambitious project available to a man of his time; the 
building of a Cathedral in Kingsbridge, Follett's fictional town set in a beautiful 
corner of South West England. 
 

                                          The most beautiful buildings 
 

‘The building of the medieval cathedrals is an astonishing European phenomenon,” 
says Follett.  “The builders had no power tools, they did not understand the 
mathematics of structural engineering, and they were poor: the richest of princes 
did not live as well as, say, a prisoner in a modern jail. Yet they put up the most 
beautiful buildings that have ever existed, and they built them so well that they are 
still here, hundreds of years later, for us to study and marvel at.’ 
 

One of the many reviewers of the series reports: “To say this is a high-quality 
production is an understatement. No expense seems to have been spared in 
accurately rendering the sights, sounds, beliefs and practices of England in the 
Middle Ages - from its raucous markets, to its dank, cold cathedrals, to a wonderful 
scene of dirt-poor villagers paying tithe in the drizzling rain at the bishop's palace.”   
  

                                                                                                                  Roy Turner                                                                                                
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Yet another quiet summer in terms of village meetings – our last one on June 
10

th
 considered a planning application, updates on the allotment ideas and a 

highway issue. Minutes of all meetings can be obtained from me electronically – just 
let me have your e-mail address. 

Further to the allotment idea, Peter Rowland met with Anglian Water (after two 
months of trying). We have to put in about a 1000m of blue pipe from the bottom of 
Amos lane to the proposed site and Anglian water will then connect – charge = 
£1000!!  Further discussions will take place at our next meeting. 

The minutes of the last AGM are included – please note that l will be standing down 
next year. Anybody interested in taking over, please talk to David Clarke or myself. 
It isn’t a particular onerous task and it certainly gets you involved in the village. 

The Editor of the Scarlian, Roy Turner, has kindly agreed to set up a web site for 
the village. If you have any comments, suggestions or any other helpful advice 
please speak to Roy.                                                                        MIKE BOSSART 

   Minutes of South Scarle Parish AGM Wednesday 26
th

 May 2010  

Present:  David Clarke; Mike Bossart; Edgar Candlish;  Brian Leak; Jo Bennett;  Alan 
Molineaux, Linda Molineaux; Jean Ashley;  Anita Clements; Judith Duffield; David Duffield; 
Peter Thursby; Terry Jacklin; Judith Thorpe; Jonathan Hobbs; Theresa Hobbs; Lawson 
Cardwell; Carol Cardwell; Margaret Matthews; Colin Paris; Tina Paris; John Powell; 
Alexandra Powell; Cllr Mel Shaw. 

Apologies:  Peter & Sue Rowlands; Jackie Bossart; Jane Clarke; Ann Candlish; Paul & Jan 
Smith; Stephen Clements; Cllr Kevin Rontree. 
 

1 Chairman welcomed all to their parish AGM. 
2 Apologies are listed above. 
3 Minutes of last years AGM (April 28

th
 2009) were circulated and were accepted as a     

true record (proposer – Judith Thorpe, seconder – Jo Bennett). There were no matters 
arising. 

4 Clement Keys (Chartered Accountants) had given a clean bill of health to our accounts 
for year ending 31

st
 March 2009. 

5 The clerk circulated copies of the accounts for year ending 31
st
 March 2010 and gave 

brief synopsis.  No questions were forthcoming. 
6 David Clarke was unanimously re-elected as Chairman. 
7 Mike Bossart was unanimously re-elected as Clerk, but he said that this would be his 

last year. Anybody interested in taking over the clerk’s duties should get in touch with either 
Mike or David. 

8 The Clerk’s fee for 2009/10 was fixed at £250 
9 The village Hall accounts were presented to the meeting. 

 
The Chairman declared the AGM closed at 7.15pm 
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‘SUBSTITUTE’, the band who entertained us so well at the Tinsel and Turkey 
evening was only formed a few months ago with Roger Gray on Lead vocals, Nick 
Flynn on Bass guitar, Barry Hall on Rhythm guitar, Colin Edwards on Lead guitar 
and Tony Bennett on Drums.  Tony could not make it on the night of the South 
Scarle event due to health reasons, so another Tony, surname Sergeant,  stepped 
in after only a three hour rehearsal. He did a great job, no doubt due to the fact that 
he was very successful with a country group called the ‘Yellow Rose of Texas’ who 
have toured extensively throughout Europe and the UK. 

 

   Colin has lived  in South Scarle for 13 years and played in  
a group called  the ‘COBWEBS’  with Tony B in the early 
1960’s, followed by a time with Barry’s group the  ‘Wheels’,  
reuniting with Tony a few years later in a trio called the 
‘Tony Bennett Combo’.  Colin then moved to Spain where 
he played solo in bars and restaurants. 
 

   On returning to the UK some of the pals got together once 
again. “In 2002,” Colin recalls, “the reformed ‘Cobwebs’ 
played at the Locarno in Derby where ten beat groups of 
the 60’s reunited to play for charity.  What a night that was!  
Later, in 2007, Barry, who lives in Derby, joined us again 
after a 30 year break, to play mainly for charities such as 
Smile Train.” 
 

   Colin, who has a keen interest in model railways when not strumming his guitar,  
says the new group ‘Substitute’ aim to play music of our time and songs they 
themselves like, and hope that the audience will agree with their choices.  The 
diners at the Christmas evening in Scarle certainly did and demonstrated their 
enthusiasm by dancing the night away!  We wish them every success in the future! 
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 SOUTH     SCARLE 
          SCURRY  
 

is a FUN RUN / WALK doing a 
1.2 mile circuit of the village.  
There were 35 entries who set off 
under the watchful eye of guest 
starter Anne Ackroyd.  First 
across the finishing line was 
ELLIOT WALTERS who set a 
blistering new record time of 6.53 
minutes.  He was closely 
followed by JOE JONES, of 
Corner Farm, who was first junior 
in a time of 7.29 minutes.  The 
first lady home was CAITLIN 
COOK (also a junior) who made 
it to the finish in 10.44 minutes.  
 

A total of £72.50 was raised for 
church funds, which includes     
donations and entry fees.     
         Thanks to everyone.         
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                      Some of the runners finishing the course!  

                                    Fancy Dress entrants!  
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How many people does it take to locate a water 

stop tap? 
 

In this instance, no less than eight!!!  This short saga had its origin a few months 
ago when Anglian Water circulated a letter around the village informing residents 
that it was their intention to install meters to every water supply.  
 

   In our case, however, the contractors (Clancy Docwra) informed us they could not 
find our stop tap in the grass verge.  They did, in fact, use their metal detector, 
which they said was only very basic and not much use at all !!  They were not 
prepared to spend any further time searching because they were only paid £4.50 
between the two of them for each meter that they fitted - “Jobs Worthy” or what !!!?? 
Anyway, they left us a card to the effect that Anglian Water would have to make an 
appointment with us to fit an alternative meter which could well mean digging up 
part of our block paved driveway or fitting an internal meter by modifying our kitchen 
cupboards.  As you can imagine, we were not well pleased about this prospect. 
 

 

                                                 
 
 

   During the second week in August, for two or three days, some of you would have 
witnessed a strange sight - Peter Thursby on his hands and knees on the grass 
verge, working his way from one edge to the other prodding the grass with long 
knitting needles, a metal rod and a screwdriver. You would be completely forgiven if 
you concluded that Peter had flipped his lid, taken his eye off the ball and finally lost 
the plot !! 
 

   David Duffield, our neighbour joined in the search and Stephen Clements from the 
Farm Shop even came round with his more sophisticated metal detector…..all to no 
avail.  People in the village stopped their cars to enquire what on earth Peter was 
doing - was he looking for buried treasure perhaps ?  If so, what a splendid find that 
would be for South Scarle.  Elisabeth’s nephew Gary heard of the saga and as he 
was coming over on the following Saturday for a family get-together, said he would 
bring his overalls and not to worry ‘cos he would find the blesséd stop tap.  Well, it 
absolutely poured with rain that day, but Gary along with Peter and another visitor 
Keith, were not deterred and within an hour of digging and probing the grass verge, 
we suddenly heard a great ‘WHOOPEE’ - they had discovered the stop tap.  So we 
all had a glass of wine to celebrate their victory !!!                     (continued on P.19) 



19 

 
                                                                                                (Continued from P.18) 
 
 

 
On the following Monday Peter informed Anglian Water of the find.  However, 
they seemed fairly disinterested and said they would just install a new cylinder and 
cover which could be done without digging up any grass at all.  The mystery 
remains - how on earth can a new cylinder and stop tap be installed on a water 
supply some eight or nine inches down in the ground, without digging up some 
grass?  If anyone has any bright ideas as to how Anglian Water can possibly 
achieve this, perhaps you would enlighten Peter.  When we also asked them if they 
could fit the meter at the same time, they said ‘no’ because their contractors would 
have to come back to do this at a later date. 
 

   We wait with baited breath to see what will happen next.  Watch this 
space……………….. 
 

                                                                                        Peter & Elisabeth Thursby 

          

       A Day crowned  
   with SUCCESS 
 

 

On Wednesday 11
th

 August, Lynn and Dave Betts, of Amos Lane, set 

off from South Scarle at 6.30 am for Ashover in Derbyshire to attend the 
ASHOVER SHOW where they entered one ram lamb and one ewe lamb in the 
native breeds classes. 
 

   “We got there nice and early, arriving about 8am,” says Dave. “It is a wonderful 
village show packed with local livestock and produce in a beautiful setting of rolling 
hills.  We can recommend it to anyone and it is well worth a visit!” 
 

   It was a day crowned with success, the couple’s ram lamb coming second  and  
the ewe lamb then achieving a first place.  It was their first ever 1

st
 place at a show 

and they were justifiably proud and excited, especially as Dave had prepared and 
clipped the lambs himself - another first! The ewe lamb was then entered with all 
the other winners and came second and was crowned Reserve Champion! 
 

   The day ended with well-deserved multiple celebrations in the beer tent . We add 
our congratulations and wish them every success at future shows. 

                               BARN DANCE 
 

                                 SATURDAY 2nd OCTOBER   
                             

                                 Collingham Memorial Hall 
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I would just like to say thank you to everyone who has helped me to raise my 

money for my expedition to Morocco. It has been an amazing experience and I 

had a fantastic time! 

   We started off at 5am and all climbed into a bus, feeling very nervous. We arrived at 

Gatwick at about 10am,  and finally landed in Marrakech at about 5:30pm. As we got off the 

plane the heat was almost unbearable, it was like someone was constantly blowing a hair 

dryer at your face! The expedition was split into two sections, the project phase followed by 

the trekking phase, and at the start and end of the trip we spent one night in Marrakech. 

After a 12 hour bus journey from Marrakech we finally arrived at the house of a Berber 

family where we were to stay for the next five days.  

   The house was very different from ours; it was built around two courtyards, the walls 

being made  of dung and mud. The courtyards were really their bedrooms and throughout 

our stay we slept in one of them under the stars. The stars were amazing! During our stay 

we got to know the little girl who lived there called Cadouche and her older brother, Omar. 

Even though they only spoke arabic, we managed to communicate with them; Cadouche 

was very interested in our clothing when she helped us to wash our clothes in a bucket!   

   The next day we got straight into work, although we could only work 7:30am until 11am 

and then 5pm until 8pm because of the unbearable heat in the middle of the day. Our work 

was to clean out their irrigation system from all the sand. It took us about four days as there 

was over a mile of ditch to dig out. It was very hot work!  

   On the last day of the project phase (which was a Sunday) we went into the Sahara 

desert on some camels. This was one of my favourite memories, it was amazing. We 

each had a name for the camel we were on and mine was Jeffery !       (Continued on P. 21)                                    
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We went into the desert to  see the sunset 

on one of the high dunes but there was a 

sandstorm so we couldn’t really see the sun, 

but we went there anyway! It was really sad 

leaving the family. I even got a kiss off the 

little girl, which I thought was really sweet. 

   We started our trek on the Tuesday and 

walked for 20km. When we finally arrived   at 

our camping place it had started to rain and 

then slowly got worse and developed into a 

storm. At this point we were told to move into the gite above us as the river from the 

mountains was coming down and was about to flood us! The next morning we got up and 

were told we were doing 18km, but this was the day when people were starting to get ill. 

Some of the team had violent stomach upsets and were forced to drop out of some of the 

days. I was lucky and kept going for the entire time.  

   The next day wasn't so bad because we were just doing 12km, but some of the team 

members had to go on a mule because they were so ill. On our last day of trekking we had  

20km to cover. It was a lovely walk. When we had finished, it was nice to think that I had 

completed 70km (43 miles) of trekking through sand, fast rivers and other terrain! We had a 

team picture taken, then spent a night in a gite where the guides stayed. That night the 

guides took out all the pots and pans plus one or two instruments, and started playing 

music on them. They pulled some people out to dance until, eventually, the whole group 

had joined in, the guides showing us which dances went with certain songs. Then it was our 

turn so  we decided to do the Hokey Pokey which turned out well and caused lots of fun! 

That last night  of the trekking phase was really nice, and one I will always remember.  

   We made our way to Marakech the following day where we  were able to go off in groups 

around the sukes. Marakech was a little bit scary at first but we soon got used to it, and 

then it was really fun. We got freshly squeezed orange juice and all the girls ended up 

getting Henna tattoos. 

   On our last day we struggled through Marrakech with our bags on our front and back to 

get the bus to the Airport. We boarded the plane and said goodbye to Morocco; it made us 

all feel sad as we had enjoyed such a great time, but we were looking forward to seeing our 

families too. 

   The experience has been wonderful, from raising the money to actually going on the 

expedition. Suddenly, I don't take fresh water for granted and it was so interesting seeing 

how other people live. 

PS: I have really enjoyed getting to know people in the village and would like 
to say thank you again for helping me and being so kind. I would still like to 
do any jobs which you might have so, if you have any work I can do, please 

ring me on 893377.                                                                            Hannah Jones 
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  East Trent Group 
           has a  
    Positive Future 
 

Dear All, 
 

Cool nights and some clearer days, a return to school, university, work and a 
certain sort of everyday normality. It is September! 
 

At South Scarle we have just enjoyed our annual journey around our 11 churches 
which form the East Trent Group and as always I am very thankful for all who make 
it such a great weekend.  St. Helena’s was the location of our final place of worship 
for Choral Evensong. The East Trent Choir provided excellent support singing as 
their anthem the 23

rd
 Psalm to the tune Brother James Air.   Nick Narracott sang the 

evening Psalm 121 to a setting by Vaughan Williams. Reverends Michael Briggs 
and Dendle French assisted, and the large congregation gathered from across the 
group made it a both moving and exhilarating event. The day included a wide 
variety of styles of worship and prayer, the breadth and depth of spirituality that the 
Anglican Communion accommodates was exemplified throughout the journey. 
 

   The question I am left asking is where do we go from here?  Our East Trent 
Group is working well and there is a growing realisation that we have a positive 
future as a group working together, but what more might we do as a group or as 
individual villages supporting one another?  The early aspirations of the 11 have 
been achieved, organising the rota of services has been key, but what next?  
 

   Friday 24
th
 September will be a special evening for Scarlians as the Harvest 

Festival with all its traditions will be held at St. Helena followed by supper. 
The themes of harvest when brought together become a thank you, for the village 
and countryside in which we live, of course the harvest gathered by our farmers, for 
the community and sense of family that is gained through events that draw the 
village together add to make the whole mix. 
 

   I look forward to the 24
th
 as I take my part in the evening’s activities. 

 

Yours in Christ  
 

David Milner 

            HARVEST EVENSONG AND   SUPPER 

 

                           FRIDAY SEPTEMBER 24TH AT 7PM.  
 

                                        

                               PARISH ROOM, St HELENA’S 
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The bells of St Helena’s Church were echoing 
around the village on Saturday 10

th
 July to 

celebrate the marriage of JEMIMA WESTON-
DAVIES, of the Old Vicarage.  The bridegroom 
was EDWARD COKE who hails from the Isle 
of Wight and works from London for Mintel, an 
international market research company. 
Jemima is a solicitor with the firm of Russell -
Cooke and also works in London. 
 

“It was a festive occasion enjoyed by family 
and friends from as far afield as New Zealand, 
Australia, South Africa, France, and even 
Bowbridge Road”, the Bride’s father, Peter 
Weston-Davies, told the Scarlian. “Following the ceremony, the reception was held 
at the Old vicarage”. The couple started their honeymoon  in  Positano in Italy 
before travelling to Naples and Rome.  

 

      Barbara gets her Land Army Medal 
 

The advertising slogan read, 'For a healthy, happy job 
join The Women's Land Army', and one girl who joined 
was BARBARA RAWSON (for the past 63 years Mrs 
Barbara Green, of Swinderby Road, South Scarle).   
 

In January 2008, the Government announced that the 
wartime efforts of  twenty thousand surviving “Land 
Girls”, the women who toiled on the Home Front to 
provide food and timber for Britain in the Second World 
War, were to be honoured officially for the first time; they 
were to be recognised with the presentation of a special 
badge commemorating their service. 
 

Barbara joined in July 1943 and was discharged in 
September 1947. She worked as a dairymaid doing the 
milking, at first by hand and later with machinery.  
     
By the time Bob Green got a form to help his wife apply 
for her  medal it was too late so Bob had to contact his 
local MP who, eventually, managed to arrange things. 
 

Bob and Barbara are celebrating their 63rd wedding 
anniversary this September.  Congratulations! 
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  NEIGHBOURHOOD ALERT   
 
Please be aware that we have been 
informed that a company called SAS Fire 
and Security Systems Ltd of Unit 1, 
Windsor House, Battersea Road, Heaton 
Mersey, Stockport, SK4 3EA are cold 
calling offering a ‘free’ Intruder Alarm or 
other ‘free’ security products. It would 
appear that payment for the so called 
‘free’ products including fitting etc far 
exceeds the average cost for an Intruder 
Alarm. We are aware of the amount of 
information relating to this issue on the 
Internet; however this information is 
based on a recent call which would 
indicate that the company have 
recommenced their cold calling activities 
in the South Scarle area once again. 
They are also purporting to be a 
company called Crime Research UK and 
are acting on behalf of SAS Fire and 
Security Systems Ltd offering free alarms 
based on security surveys that they have 
done visually in your locality.  
 
Whilst this company are not carrying out 
an illegal activity, we would advise you 
that if you are interested in purchasing 
an intruder alarm or other security 
products, you obtain at least three 
quotations from reputable companies. All 
Police Forces throughout the Country 
recommend Intruder Alarm systems 
supplied and fitted by companies who 
are members of NACOSS or SSAIB.    
De tails of these can be found in the local 
Yellow Pages. Other security products 
should be either to British Standards or 
approved by companies such as Sold 
Secure, Secured by Design, Thatchem 
etc. Please contact your local Crime 
Reduction Manager or Business 
Crime Advisor for further advice on 
the Nottinghamshire Police Non 
Emergency number 0300 300 99 99.  

   

   Thanks from Wendy! 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Late in May, Wendy Williams, 
one of the nurses at Collingham Medical 

Centre, completed yet another walk in aid 

of Breast Cancer Care  and wishes to thank 

all who supported and sponsored her.  The 

twenty mile route gave her the opportunity 

to see the Cotswolds countryside and see 

Blenheim Palace at the finish. 

          Village Care 
 

KEITH FOSTER gets to work 

on some renovation to the 
seat on the Village Green. 
 

He is working here under the 
auspices of Collingham and 

District Village Care. 
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                  QUESTIONNAIRE 
 
Here at The Scarlian we thought it would be interesting to hear 
about villagers’  FAVOURITES   and would like you to fill in the 
questionnaire below so we can include a selection of replies in 
future issues. 
 
 
My favourite BOOK is………………………………............................... 
 
My favourite SONG is………………………………............................... 
 
My favourite SINGER is………………………………............................ 
 
My favourite MUSIC is……………………………….............................. 
 
My favourite FILM is……………………………….................................. 
 
My favourite ACTOR is……………………………….............................. 
 
My favourite ACTRESS* is………………………………........................ 
 
My favourite TV PROG. Is……………………………….......................... 
 
My favourite STAGE SHOW is…………………………………………….. 
 
My favourite WEBSITE is…………………………………………………... 
 
My NAME is………………………………............................................... 
 
Please fill in and leave at Hall Barn, Main Street, or at the Farm Shop 
with Anita….Just copy if other family members want to have a go! If you 
would rather Email to ScarlianNews@aol.com then please do so. 
 
INTERESTING FOOTNOTE: 
 
*Women began acting on the English stage in 1656, when King Charles II 
permitted it, and were called ‘Actors’. It wasn’t until about 1700 that they 
began to be called ‘ACTRESSES’.  In modern times, in the 1970’s and 1980’s, 
women began to choose the term ‘ACTOR’ again instead of ‘actress’ as a 
direct result of the women’s movement and an awareness of gender bias in 
language. It is often used today in the entertainment field. We have chosen to 
be Politically incorrect and call our lady actors ‘ACTRESSES’! 

 


