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Farewell Connie 24th March 1923 – 2nd December 2014 

Terry’s Eulogy  
Connie was born 91yrs ago in Hollyhock Cottage later known as Post office. Connie had lived 
there all her life, her grandparents had run a small holding from there  
Percy and Rose Wood had two boys Arthur and Stan as well as Connie, Percy was a real 
character, their school days were spent at Besthorpe School where Connie excelled at her 
lessons. When Connie left school she helped on the land but her mother became ill and Connie 
nursed her until she died. She took over running the house and looking after her father and 
brothers 
When a certain young man came to live in the village and work at Corner farm, Connie had found 
the love of her life Walter Noble, after a long courtship they were married in South Scarle church 
on 26th November 1948, as rationing was still on family and friends rallied around to provide items 
for the wedding cake which Days bakery that used to be down at Collingham made Connie was 
given away by her father Percy she wore a blue two piece suit, and Walter was looking very 
handsome in his new suit. 
Her brother Arthur had left home to get married Walter moved in to Hollyhock Cottage so Connie 
still had three men to look after Percy Stan & Walter. 
When the village lost its post lady Mrs Pacey due to ill health Connie was asked to take over on a 
temporary basis, the temporary basis lasted 53yrs she delivered the mail on her trusted steed (her 
bike) everyday and in all weathers sometimes you got your letters at 9am or 11am depending on 
whom she meet on her way around. She combined the post with looking out for people in the 
village young and old making sure they where all ok. 
For many years she also took the Royal British Legion Poppies around the village and received a 
commendation for this, she also delivered the church magazine The Fleet out every month, she 
became caretaker of the village room up until a few years ago and then if that wasn't enough she 
opened a shop in her front room selling sweets, vinegar, pop and as kids we thought it was great, 
she also ran the Post Office from there, quite a few years before my Grandmother ran a small post 
office in the village and Connie used to use the frank for the post that my grandmother had  
In 1958 Connie’s brother was killed at work, it hit Connie very hard I believe she kept his bedroom  
as it was like a shrine to him. 
Connie and Walter had no children of their own but looked on her nieces and nephews as her own. 
They celebrated their Diamond Wedding or the 26th November 2008  
In her spare time she made jams and preserves her specialty was beetroot jelly, some jars of 
preserve have been found from 1977... She liked to make sure they were mature, she could tell 
you dates of births, marriages and deaths of people in the village and stories of people in the 
village she was a mind of information and what a loss to the village it is its a shame on my visits 
that I didn't record things she told me  
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Connie's mental health remained first class but her physical health was brought to question, in 
2005 she had Bowel Cancer and had a major operation which many of us thought she wouldn't 
recover from little did we know Connie, the same applied when she had a hip operation whilst she 
recovered from both operations she lost her beloved Walter after 63yrs it broke her heart and she 
never got over it. 
She enjoyed sewing, knitting, and darning Walters socks, at a party for Walter I said if Connie gets 
cold with very little heating in the house Connie would put another cardigan on you could tell how 
cold it was with how many layers she had on, on her birthday I took her some old wool and broken 
knitting needles jokingly saying she could knit another cardigan, but on my birthday I received a 
colourful knitted hat which became known as my Connie hats and received one each year for four 
years and you will see me wearing them even now around the village. 
Connie is another wonderful character this village has lost she had a very long and sometimes 
hard life ending the way it did, visiting her in hospital it wasn't the Connie I knew, I'm sure many of 
you have your own memories of her, I feel very privileged to have known such a special person, I 
hope she's back with Walter, goodbye Connie 
  

CONNIE 

Connie never had the big house, a large car or posh clothes, the usual trappings of success. But 
for me Connie was more successful than most, a very intelligent lady, with an extraordinary 
memory and a gift of common sense. Ahead of her time in recycling, she wasted nothing old 
clothes could be mended or turned into rugs, quilts, dish clothes etc. Rainwater was collected and 
used in the garden, chickens fed on scraps from the kitchen, broken windows used as cloches in 
the garden. Timber from her old rotten front door made the house sign Hollyhock Cottage. For 
many years Connie collected waste paper and raised hundred's of pounds, which went towards the 
parish room. She took part in most village activities from pub nights to, arranging flowers in the 
church, decorated Christmas trees and made angels for the Christmas tree & Angel festival, 
entered photo's for the photo competition and calendar, and always had a stall open when the 
village had a table top sale. When I first came to the village in 1991 Connie was still running the 
Post Office and when I advertised for people to learn to ring the church bells Connie was one of 
those who volunteered to have a go. Like many of the older generation, Connie liked to have a 
chat. The difference when talking with Connie is that you always came away with a little bit more 
knowledge than when you arrived it could be a bit of history about Collingham or surrounding 
villages or some tale about what so & so got up to when he or she was growing up, or maybe a 
good tip for growing tomatoes. It was never time wasted, when talking to Connie. I for one will miss 
Connie she was a very special lady.  

Richard Sutton  
 

Our Connie 

The family of the late Connie Noble would like to thank everyone who has given their support and 

friendship to Connie over the years. The turnout for her funeral was much appreciated and that she 

was given a truly great send off that she so rightly deserved after having lived all her long life in 

South Scarle. 

A special thank you to Terry Jacklin for his address in church, it really did bring a smile to us all 

and also to Richard Sutton who spent most Sunday afternoons with Connie. 

Now re-united with hubby Walter. 
 

We will all miss her.  
Bless x 

 

Once again I wish to thank the people of South Scarle for their generous contributions towards The 
Royal British Legion appeal the amount raised this year from the village was £253  
Thank you all        Terry Jacklin, Chairman Collingham R B L 
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Strange people in the Community Centre – Who do we call? No one its only Halloween Pub night! 
A fun night more pictures on the website www.southscarlecommunitycentre.com  

 

 

Rock Night 
No, not the pink sugary sticks, but real music fun. Three bands graced the community centre on 
Friday 14th November, Status Duo (banned) featuring Stephen Clements, Acoustica and The 
Resurrection featuring Pete Severn. About 70 people, from a range of age groups, lots of nostalgic 
music and dancing, everyone joined in to have fun. Well done to everyone who took part, both in 
the organisation and execution of this event - Dave 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
More pictures on the website www.southscarlecommunitycentre.com 
 
 

Spires and Steeples Challenge (Extract from Sleaford Target) 

When the seventh annual Spires and Steeples challenge took place  one man and his dog finished 
on the top of the podium. Jonathan Hobbs, from South Scarle, was the winner of the marathon. He 
ran the entire distance with his dog Pip and completed it in just over three hours. He said: "I have 
run this since it started, I have come first in the half marathon before but not the full marathon." Mr 
Hobbs added that his dog has run the marathon with him every year too. "Pip is fine, she would run 
back to Lincoln if I asked her to." 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 http://www.sleafordtarget.co.uk/Hundreds-Spires-Steeples-
race/story-23156954-detail/story.html#ixzz3NIdrYZ9K 

http://www.southscarlecommunitycentre.com/
http://www.southscarlecommunitycentre.com/
http://www.sleafordtarget.co.uk/Hundreds-Spires-Steeples-race/story-23156954-detail/story.html#ixzz3NIdrYZ9K
http://www.sleafordtarget.co.uk/Hundreds-Spires-Steeples-race/story-23156954-detail/story.html#ixzz3NIdrYZ9K
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Medieval Banquet 

For those of you who were at the banquet you will know what a fantastic night was had by all and 

for those that weren’t you missed a real treat. We decked out the community space with flags, 

bunting, wall hangings and heraldic shields; the tables were suitably dressed with goblets, pewter 

plates & chargers, bowls of fruit, greenery and flowers. The room was lit by candlelight with 

candelabras on the tables. We had a jester performing fire juggling and welcoming everyone at the 

door; he then provided further entertainment during the meal.  

David built a set of wooden stocks and the “Lady Ann of Clay” managed to raise £95 from people 

having their photo taken in them by Richard Clay who also took plenty of other photos throughout 

the very busy evening. 

On arrival everyone was given a complimentary glass of “dragons breath” [a rather strong glass of 

punch!!!] The meal commenced with the ceremonial presentation of a stuffed pig’s head, then went 

on to homemade leek, pea and ham soup with crusty bread, followed by roast pork, peacock [i.e. 

five bird roast], game pie and a selection of roast vegetables, this was accompanied by David’s 

wonderful gravy [jus], the sweet was a choice between either lemon posset or pears in red wine 

with wensleydale cheese to finish. 

Medieval music was by the “Crumhorn Players” with 2 ladies teaching us the art of medieval 

dancing. 

The brilliant night went by far too quickly and we raised £605, to be split between the Church 

Organ Restoration Fund, The Community Space and Air Ambulance. 

Everyone made a supreme effort with his or her medieval costumes. Best-dressed lady prize went 

to “Lady Ann of Clay” and best-dressed man to “Jester Dave Smith” 

Can I take this opportunity to thank all those people who gave me such enthusiastic support and 

help with the setting up, cooking and final clearing up the following morning, without which it would 

not have happened. A special thanks to the helpers who did such a brilliant job waiting on and 

serving. 

This could be an annual event...who knows 

Best regards Jane Clarke   
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Many more pictures on the website www.southscarlecommunitycentre.com 
 

 
 

http://www.southscarlecommunitycentre.com/
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MOVEMBER 
  
At the start of Movember, guys take action by signing up with a clean-shaven face and for the 30 
days of November commit to growing a moustache. These selfless and generous men are known 
as Mo Bros, and groom, trim and wax their way into the annals of fine moustachery. Mo Bros are 
supported by the women in their lives, affectionately known as Mo Sistas - together, our Mo 
Community raise money and awareness to change the face of men’s health. 
  
With the sprouting of a new moustache, Mo Bros effectively become walking, talking billboards for 
the month; and like a run or walk for charity, they use their hairy ribbon to spark conversations 
around the often ignored issue of men’s health and seek funds to support the work of the 
Movember Foundation. 
  

I have enjoyed my journey through November and with help from friends, family and 
Scarlians; we have raised around £900. If you would still like to donate you can do this 
online by visiting http://mobro.co/craiglaw462. Craig Law 

 
 
 
Many more pictures on the website 
www.southscarlecommunitycentre.com 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Carol Service – Christmas Started Here 
Children – all the favourite Carols – Santa Clause and Sherry and Mince Pies. A perfect start to the 
Festive Season! 
The collection raised £232-74 which will be divided equally between Beaumond House and the 
Emmaus Trust  

 

Library Access Point 
You may remember a questionnaire on the need for a Library Access Point in the village. Over 
70% of those who responded said that they would use it – SO- it’s going to happen. We formed a 
Library Access Group (the old lags) and we have been beavering (or should it be book worming?) 
away ever since. We have (from the Library Service) 300 books that will be changed periodically 
and 100 we can keep. The range is good including Graphic Novels, Children’s and Young Adult 
books, Audio books and loads of fiction (I may simply move in, its bibliophile heaven). 
I want to thank every one who has helped it could never have been a one person Job. 
The Official Opening will take place in the community centre at 11-00 a.m. on January 10th. You 
can come along from 10-00 a.m. and we will stay open until 2-00 p.m. on that day. You will be able 
to join the Library Access Point then (or at any time it is open from then on) and of course take out 
books. We are running alongside the coffee morning so there will be cake! On the 10th there will 
also be a story time so please bring along as many children as you can find for 12-00 noon. 
We are pioneers again being the first village in the county to open a Library Access Point.  
I know at least two people have offered to help but I’ve slept since then so can you and indeed 
anyone else who would like to help contact me. 
We plan to open on 2 Saturday mornings and 2 Thursday evenings a month (initially) opening 
times will be on the website and available at the LAP. 
Please come and support us on the 10th January  
Mo Tyler 
 

 

http://mobro.co/craiglaw462
http://www.southscarlecommunitycentre.com/
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THE POND – In Winter 
Well, I can’t believe it is wintertime already! The pond is now full of rainwater and looks totally 
different from the original design. 

On the hottest day in August, we eventually gave up hope of the pond filling naturally and 
invested in rather a lot of industrial and environmentally friendly clay membrane. The laying of 
this awkward and extremely heavy material turned out to be a nightmare. 

Steven Clements, Terry Jacklin, Dave Betts, and a helpful gentleman with a large JCB, were 
involved in the thought process as to how to suspend the rolls of membrane over the pond 
surface. In the end, the island had to go and the dramatic Wagnerian gorge had to evolve into a 
gently sloping, fairly shallow basin. I won’t bore you with the details of how all this came about - 
suffice to say, Ollie and I are now available for hire as pond design consultants. 

Since then, we have planted a few silver birches and a cherry tree and sowed the disturbed 
ground with meadow wild-flower mix. Already we have spotted a few new visitors such as 
newts, yellow wagtails, siskins and goldfinches. We have also inserted old willow branches into 
the pond for bird and dragonfly perches, placed rocks and stones at strategic places for newt 
shelters and made a couple of crude benches with the hope that next year, we will be able to 
commune with the diversity of nature. 

Also, we must tell you that the lesser spotted terrier- sub- species Rosie has been spotted 
swimming - and on rare occasions when the moon is in the right place, the black Hovawart-Major 
species Rudi can be seen in the shallows. Kate 

 
 
 
 

 

Bell ringers wanted 

Vacancies exist for the post of trainee bell ringer. Applications are invited from members of either 
sex, of whatever age (within reason) who should be of sound but not exceptional physique and of a 
pleasing disposition and persevering nature. 

 For the right candidates there are good prospects of advancement to Guild membership. 
Preference will be given to applicants of reasonably sober habits and with approaching average 
intelligence. Ability to count up to five with confidence would be an advantage.  

Apply with details of experience (if any) to Richard Sutton at Blaven House Main Street.  
Tel. 893392  
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Victor & Albert 
  
Brothers Professor Victor and Dr Albert gave us an evening of fun 
and frivolity as they took us through the A-Z of Christmas. The gents 
are a musical comedy duo in the age-old tradition of two men and one 
piano. Their highly original songs, at times risqué, covered a broad 
range of topics, tackling the taboo in a light-hearted yet urbane way. 
For them no corner of the mind is too dark to be explored. Their 
songs ranged in style from complex classical musical arrangements 
to beat box. 
  
A combination of music, song, comedy and sheer physical exertion in 
their performance make them a refreshing addition the great British musical comedy tradition. 
 
 
 

Happy New Year to you all  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

 
The 1st New Year's Eve party was held in our beautiful venue - South Scarle Community Centre. 
The evening took the theme of "bring a party to a party", so everyone could do just as they pleased 
- for example some tables were dressed for a dinner party, complete with candelabra, others stuck 
to the essentials and simply had a packet of peanuts and a glass of champagne. Mine Hosts for 
the evening were Craig and Pam, who organised the whole event, manned the bar and looked 
after everyone. Our very own Stephen Clements performed the live music. He rocked the night 
away and kept the dance floor full all night. The New Year was greeted by the traditional 
countdown and Richard Sutton rang one of the five church bells. 
A most excellent time was had by all!! 
 
 

Literacy Volunteers 
This is a Nottinghamshire group that supports children who are finding reading difficult. Want more 
information? 
Call 01158765474 email contact@literacyvolunteers.org.uk website www.literacyvounteer.org  

 
 

Contact the Scarlian 
 

 Email: Scarlian@outlook.com email Mo motyler@live.co.uk mail Sunray Main St, South 
Scarle NG23 7JH phone 01636 892023. Next Deadline 20th March 2015 
 

 
 

Newark Patriotic Fund 
A local Charity meeting the needs of ex-servicemen and women and their families in the Newark area. 
Talk to Maureen at Blake Cottage – Much more info in the next edition. 

 

mailto:contact@literacyvolunteers.org.uk
http://www.literacyvounteer.org/
mailto:Scarlian@outlook.com
mailto:motyler@live.co.uk
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Dates for your Diaries  - All in The Community Centre 

Girton Conservation Trust Meeting 7th January 
7-30  
 
Library Access Point – Official Opening 10th 
January 10-00 – 2-00  
 
Spoonface Steinberg 23rd January 7-00  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Baghdaddies  7th Mach 7-00 

 

From the Chair 

 Firstly may I take this opportunity to wish you all a very happy, prosperous and above all peaceful New 

Year. 

We have seen a few changes in our village this past year with the final approval for the Redmay 

development which I hope will tidy up the entrance to our village and after fighting hard with the Planning 

Committee the agreement from NSDC that we as a Parish Meeting will benefit from the CIL [community 

infrastructure levy] previously denied to Parish Meetings, once the development gets underway. 

During 2014 we have seen various planning projects come to fruition as well as an unfortunate retrospective 

application which has now been resolved albeit with a degree of input from me as Parish Chairman and 

NSDC intervention. I hope this will convey a message to, not only, residents of South Scarle but to a much 

wider audience that retrospective applications are taken extremely seriously by the LA and whilst at present 

attract no penalty the applicant runs a risk of refusal and the possible reinstatement to the original scheme or 

even demolition. So the simple answer is check with the LA first. 

I’m sure you could not fail to notice the Christmas tree in the centre of the green. This was an idea I had 

been thinking about for a while and I’m pleased to say that the response has been overwhelmingly 

encouraging, so much so that Ann and Edgar Candish have very kindly donated a tree [currently still 

growing] for next Christmas, many thanks to them for that. 

A huge thank you to Stephen Clements for helping me, as always, with the use of his forklift to put up the 

lights around the green. Thanks Stephen, you never fail me. 

Having been a resident of South Scarle for 25 years and Parish Chairman for the past 8 years I am delighted 

at the current strong community spirit our little village manages to produce and believe me when I say that 

many other villages within the Collingham and Meering Ward are extremely envious of us and what we 

manage to achieve and so I say thank you to all of you who help in whatever capacity and those who support 

the various events that our Community Centre has held during its inaugural year. Without YOUR input none 

of this would happen. 

THANK YOU  David Clarke    Chairman 
 


